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UNDERGRADUATE COURSE
CATALOG

This 2023-2024 Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts academic catalog
outlines programs of study.

This catalog is an official publication of the Massachusetts College of
Liberal Arts. The rules, regulations, policies, fees and other charges,
courses of study, and academic requirements that appear in this catalog
were in effect at the time of its publication. Like everything else in this
catalog, they are published for informational purposes only, and they do
not constitute a contract between the college and any student, applicant
for admission, or other person.

Whether noted elsewhere in this catalog or not, the college reserves

the right to change, eliminate, and add to any existing (and introduce
additional) rules, regulations, policies, fees, and other charges, courses
of study, course offerings, and academic requirements that appear in this
catalog, the MCLA Community Standards (formerly known as the Student
Handbook), on its website, or otherwise. Whenever it does so, the college
will give as much advance notice as it considers feasible or appropriate,
but it reserves the right in all cases to do so without notice.
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Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (p. 211)
+ Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Minor (p. 214)

+ Academic Policies & Information (p. 215)



+ Admission (p. 217)
+ Matriculation (p. 217)

+ Nursing Program Admission (p. 217)

+ Readmission (p. 217)

+ Transfer Credit Policy for Core Curriculum (p. 217)
+ Transfer Students and FSEM Requirement (p. 217)

« Attendance, Registration, & Schedules (p. 218)
+ Add Drop (p. 218)

+ Class Attendance (p. 218)

+ Class Status (p. 219)

Core Curriculum Repeat Policy (p. 219)

Course Load (p. 223)

Course Overload and Per Credit Charge Policy (p. 219)

+ Course Repeat Policy (p. 219)

+ Credit Hour Policy (p. 219)

+ Declaration of Major (p. 220)

Final Exam (p. 220)

Leave of Absence (p. 220)

Online and Hybrid Course Policy (p. 220)

+ Transfer Credit Policy for Core Curriculum (p. 223)
+ Transfer Students and FSEM Requirement (p. 223)
+ Withdrawal from Course and College (p. 223)

+ Core Curriculum (p. 225)
+ Core Curriculum Prerequisite Policy (p. 225)

Core Curriculum Repeat Policy (p. 225)

Course Substitutions for Tier Il Language Requirement for
Students with Disabilities (p. 225)

Tier Il Language, Culture, and Communication Requirement
(p. 225)

Transfer Credit Policy for Core Curriculum (p. 225)
Transfer Students and FSEM Requirement (p. 225)

« Credit Earned Outside of MCLA (p. 226)
+ Advanced Placement (AP) Program (p. 226)

+ CLEP Scores for 12 Credits of Language (p. 226)
« International Baccalaureate (IB) (p. 226)

+ Experiential Learning (p. 227)
« Alternative Learning Policy (p. 227)

+ Independent Study Policy (p. 227)

« Internship Policy (p. 227)

+ Off Campus Study Policy (p. 228)

* Prior Learning Credit Policy (p. 228)

+ Study Abroad/Study Away Policy (p. 229)
+ Teaching Assistantship Policy (p. 229)

+ Grading (p. 230)
+ Academic Appeals and Standing Policy (p. 230)

+ Academic Forgiveness Policy (p. 233)

Academic Honesty Policy (p. 233)
Biology GPA Policy (p. 234)
Course Audit Policy (p. 234)

+ Dean's List Policy (p. 234)

+ GPA Requirements for Latin Graduation Honors - Graduation
with Distinction (p. 234)

« Grading Policy (p. 234)
+ Incomplete Policy Contract/Grade Policy (p. 235)
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+ Student Success Check-In and Midterm Grading Policy
(p. 235)

+ Teacher Licensure Grade Requirement Policy (p. 235)
* Teacher Licensure SMK Grade Requirement (p. 235)
* Transcripts (p. 235)

+ Graduation (p. 236)

* Class Status (p. 236)
+ Dual Degree (p. 236)

+ GPA Requirements for Latin Graduation Honors - Graduation
with Distinction (p. 236)

+ Graduation Participation Policy (p. 236)
+ Graduation Requirement: Upper Level Credit (p. 236)

+ Graduation Requirement: Final 15 Credits Taken Through
MCLA (p. 236)

+ Graduation Requirement: Major GPA (p. 237)

+ Graduation Requirement: MCLA Earned Credits in Major
(p. 237)

+ Graduation Requirement: MCLA Earned Credits Overall
(p. 237)

+ Graduation Requirement: Minor GPA (p. 237)

+ Graduation Requirement: Overall GPA (p. 237)

+ MCLA Scholar Program (p. 237)

+ Nursing Policies (p. 238)

+ Class Attendance (p. 238)

+ Leave of Absence (p. 239)

*+ Nursing Program Admission (p. 239)

+ Nursing Program Educational Mobility (p. 240)
* Nursing Program Progression (p. 240)

+ Readmission (p. 240)

+ Withdrawal from Course and College (p. 241)

+ Other Policies and Information (p. 242)

« Certificate Program Policy (p. 242)
« Civic Learning Designation (p. 242)
+ Course Numbering System (p. 242)
+ Student Academic Records Retention (p. 242)

+ Course Descriptions (p. 243)

Academics (ACAD) (p. 244)
Accounting (ACCT) (p. 245)
Anthropology (ANTH) (p. 246)

+ Art (ART) (p. 248)
+ Art History (ARTH) (p. 250)
+ Arts Management (AMGT) (p. 251)

Athletic Training (ATTR) (p. 253)
Biology (BIOL) (p. 254)
Business Administration (BADM) (p. 259)

+ Capstone (CCAP) (p. 262)
+ Chemistry (CHEM) (p. 263)
+ Communications (COMM) (p. 265)

Computer Science (CSCI) (p. 268)
Creative Arts (CCCA) (p. 271)
Dance (DANC) (p. 272)

+ Data Science (DATA) (p. 273)
« Earth Science (ERTH) (p. 274)
+ Economics (ECON) (p. 275)
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Education (EDUC) (p. 276)

English (ENGL) (p. 279)
Entrepreneurship (ENTR) (p. 284)

+ Environmental Studies (ENVI) (p. 285)
+ Fine & Performing Arts (FPA) (p. 288)

« Health (HLTH) (p. 289)

History (HIST) (p. 291)

Honors (HONR) (p. 294)

Human Heritage (CCHH) (p. 297)

« Interdisciplinary Studies (IDST) (p. 298)
« Italian (ITAL) (p. 300)

+ Leadership (LEAD) (p. 301)
Mathematics (MATH) (p. 302)

Modern Language (MODL) (p. 305)
Music (MUSI) (p. 306)

* Nursing (NURS) (p. 308)

+ Philosophy (PHIL) (p. 310)

+ Physical Education (PHED) (p. 312)
Physics (PHYS) (p. 313)

Political Science (POSC) (p. 315)
Psychology (PSYC) (p. 317)

+ Radiologic Technology (RADT) (p. 321)
+ Science & Technology (CCST) (p. 324)
+ Self & Society (CCSS) (p. 325)

Social Work (SOWK) (p. 326)
Sociology (SOCI) (p. 328)

Spanish (SPAN) (p. 331)

+ Theatre (THEA) (p. 332)

« Travel (TRVL) (p. 334)

+ Women Gender Sexuality Studies (WGSS) (p. 335)

* Faculty Listing (p. 336)
+ Emeriti Faculty (p. 341)

+ Academic Calendar (p. 342)
+ Campus Map (p. 343)



A MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Dear Students:

Welcome to Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA), the
Commonwealth'’s public liberal arts college. Located in the beautiful
Berkshires of Western Massachusetts, MCLA’s campus is in North
Adams, a city in the midst of a stunning revitalization. Being right in the
middle of a community known for its vibrant culture, art, and seemingly
endless opportunities for natural recreation adds another dimension to
the educational experience you will have at MCLA.

MCLA's engaged community produces transformative learning
experiences fostered through a combination of classroom and hands-
on learning. Our size and our focus on liberal arts will provide you with
endless opportunities to learn from a dedicated and talented faculty who
are invested in your success. In classes that are small and personalized,
MCLA faculty will know your name and share your dreams.

The academic experience at MCLA empowers you and prepares you
to deal with complex and diverse issues while pursuing in-depth
achievement in a specific field of study. We provide a wide range of
engagement opportunities both in and out of the classroom, including
research projects, internships, service projects, and study abroad.

These experiences will strengthen and refine your critical thinking,
communications, and leadership skills — a foundation crucial to success
in the global economy and engaged citizenship in your community.

Our campus continues to expand in dynamic ways. In 2013 we opened
the Feigenbaum Center for Science and Innovation, a state-of-the-art,
LEED Gold-certified facility that provides students, faculty, and the
education community of Berkshire County with new opportunities for

teaching, learning, and discovery. In 2015 we opened the newly renovated

and technologically advanced, LEED-certified Bowman Hall, which
houses a student-centered art gallery, art studios, PRESS Gallery, and
hardware and software labs as well as the math, computer science, arts
management, and visual arts departments.
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In 2018, we opened the Design Lab in downtown North Adams at 49
Main Street. Outfitted with five separate workstations, each equipped
with interactive short-throw projectors and ample whiteboard space, the
Design Lab is uniquely suited for collaborative problem-solving, while its
open, flexible floor plan is an ideal space for curricular and co-curricular
innovation, as well as a multi-purpose venue for the College and the
community.

In 2019, MCLA completed a $3 million renovation of the Centennial Dining
Room. And in 2020, we opened a new fitness center in Amsler Campus
Center with state of the art equipment.

In 2022, we began investing in campus infrastructure; improving heat
and water efficiencies that, while invisible, improve the quality of campus
living.

MCLA is an increasingly diverse and inclusive academic community
committed to creating a campus climate as well as a culture that values,
represents, and honors diversity in our society. We actively endeavor to
recruit and retain diverse students, faculty, and staff.

At MCLA, we continue to innovate, affect change, and achieve success
through the dedicated efforts and commitment of our entire campus
community. That work is reflected in this catalog. You will find
information here about programs that meet your interests and exceed
your expectations. As an MCLA student, you should reference the
information in the catalog guide as you continue your academic journey.

Welcome, again, to MCLA, where | am certain you will discover a
supportive, enriching, challenging, and inclusive community — right from
the start!

Sincerely,

/QM/,. Bz

James F. Birge, Ph.D.
President



10 Mission Statement

MISSION STATEMENT

Our Mission

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA) is the Commonwealth’s
public liberal arts college and a campus of the Massachusetts state
university system. MCLA promotes excellence in learning and teaching,
innovative scholarship, intellectual creativity, public service, applied
knowledge, and active and responsible citizenship. MCLA prepares its
graduates to be practical problem solvers and engaged, resilient global
citizens.

Our Values

Our mission guides the strategic goals that advance MCLA: Excellence in
Teaching and Learning; Supportive and Inclusive Community; Responsive
and Intentional Stewardship; and Public Purpose and Engagement.
These goals reflect the interplay of the shared values that shape our
commitment to students, faculty, staff, and our community.

Access

We believe a high quality liberal arts education should be available and
affordable to all who aspire to it and are prepared for its challenges.
MCLA is committed to providing this opportunity.

Critical Thinking

Through MCLA's role as leader, convener, and partner, we cultivate critical
thinking and analysis in our learning and teaching. We promote a spirit of
informed and open-ended inquiry. Our community members demonstrate
consideration, deliberation, and planning in addressing challenges and
opportunities in our society.

Discovery and Understanding

We understand intellectual disciplines and specific courses of study
interact dynamically in academic and co-curricular experiences. We
believe in strengthening student, faculty, and community interaction
through engaging coursework, shared research, and service.

Global Awareness

We know that a liberal arts education affords students an appreciation
of the wider world, both as a subject of intellectual discovery and
through engagement with our society. We work to create and sustain the
breadth of curriculum, experiences, and opportunities that lead us all to
understand our active roles as knowledgeable global citizens.

Inclusive Community

MCLA is committed to creating a campus climate and culture of

mutual respect that represents and honors diversity in our society. We
celebrate this diversity and affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We
intentionally integrate topics of social, cultural, and physical diversity in
the curricular, co-curricular, and work life of our community.

Innovation, Experimentation and Creativity

We promote creativity and inquiry, and the role of a liberal arts institution
to provide students with the freedom and means to explore ideas and
take intellectual and creative risks.

Leadership

We believe that leadership is a shared responsibility, and encourage all
members of the MCLA community to develop their affinity for leadership
through formal coursework, professional development, co-curricular

training, and practical application. We cultivate leadership opportunities
and development programs to further these goals.

Lifelong Learning

We empower learners to develop habits of learning that have integrity and
engender respect for tradition. We deploy 21st century tools for learning
in our academic and co-curricular programs that prepare students to be
informed, engaged, and capable learners.

Practicality and Application

We believe that the disciplines of arts, sciences, and professional studies
empower individuals with broad knowledge and transferable skills, and a
strong sense of values and ethics. In its programs and initiatives MCLA
forges the connection among academic study, experiential learning, civic
engagement, and future success.

Stewardship

We manage our resources responsibly and sustainably, and offer a variety
of educational, cultural, and recreational experiences for the campus and
local communities. We provide unique resources for the greater Berkshire
region. We encourage a spirit of service among students, faculty, staff,
alumni, and trustees, and to serve as stewards of the future.



MCLA DIVERSITY STATEMENT

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA) is committed to creating a
campus climate, as well as a culture that values, represents, and honors
diversity in our society. We actively endeavor to recruit and retain diverse
students, faculty, and staff.

MCLA fosters meaningful dialogue both in and out of the classroom in
order to encourage critical awareness and respect for similarities and
differences. MCLA's inclusive education and informed pedagogy reflect
and draw from the knowledge and empowerment of all individuals and
the diverse groups that make up our college community.

MCLA strives to integrate topics of social, cultural, and physical diversity
in the curricular, co-curricular, residential, and work life of the MCLA
community. In so doing, MCLA works towards collaboration and
purposeful engagement to achieve social justice on campus and in the
wider community.
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND
NON-DISCRIMINATION
POLICIES

MCLA is committed to a policy of non-discrimination, equal opportunity,
diversity and affirmative action, and dedicated to providing educational,
working and living environments that value the diverse backgrounds of all
people.

MCLA does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment
or employment in, its educational programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, religion, national origin, age, disability, gender, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information,
marital or parental status, or veteran status.

MCLA prohibits discrimination or discriminatory harassment on all of
those bases. Such behaviors violate the Policy Against Discrimination,
Discriminatory Harassment and Retaliation, will not be tolerated, and may
result in disciplinary action up to and including termination or expulsion.

MCLA has appointed an Equal Opportunity Officer (“EO Officer”) to
oversee its compliance with this policy, as well as with the state

and federal non-discrimination and equal opportunity laws. Anyone
with questions, concerns, or complaints regarding discrimination,
discriminatory harassment, or retaliation may contact the EO Officer
using the contact information below.

Justin MacDowell

Director of Title IX and Equal Opportunity

Office Location: Amsler Campus Center 106

Phone: 413-662-5571

Email: Justin.MacDowell@mcla.edu

Mailing Address: 375 Church Street, North Adams, MA 01247

It is also MCLA's policy to provide each student, employee, and other
person having dealings with the institutions an environment free from
sexual violence and all forms of misconduct on the basis of gender.
MCLA prohibits sexual harassment, including rape, statutory rape,

sexual assault, incest, domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, and
retaliation. These behaviors violate the Title IX Sexual Harassment Policy,
will not be tolerated, and may result in disciplinary action, up to and
including termination or expulsion.

MCLA's Title IX Coordinator can assist you to understand your rights
and reporting options. Any person may report sex discrimination,
including sexual harassment, whether or not the person reporting is the
person alleged to be the victim of conduct that could constitute sex
discrimination or sexual harassment. Reports can be made in person, by
mail, by telephone, or by email using the contact information listed for
the Title IX Coordinator, or by any other means that result in the Title IX
Coordinator receiving the person’s verbal or written report.

Reports may be made at any time (including during non-business hours)
by using the telephone number or electronic mail address, or by mail to
the office address, listed for the Title IX Coordinator. If you make a report
during non-business hours, the Title IX Coordinator will follow up with
you when the office reopens. If you would like to speak to the Title IX
Coordinator in person, please call or email to schedule an appointment.

Any person with questions or concerns about any form of sexual violence,
sexual harassment, gender-based harassment, domestic violence, dating
violence and stalking and/or retaliation may also contact:

The U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights 33 Arch Street,
9th Floor, Boston, MA 02119-1424 (617) 289-0111/Fax (617) 289-0150,
TDD (877) 521-2172 OCR.Boston@ed.gov

MCLA's Non-Discrimination, Discriminatory Harassment, and Retaliation
Policy and Title IX Sexual Harassment Policy apply in all College
programs and activities, including, but not limited to, athletics,
instruction, grading, housing, and employment. They apply to all members
of the campus community, including, but not limited to, students, faculty,
librarians, staff, visitors, contractors, and applicants for employment or
admission. They also apply to off-campus conduct that negatively affects
a community member’s experience in the MCLA environment.

For complete policy information, please refer to the Equal Opportunity,
Diversity and Affirmative Action Plan (EO Plan) found at www.mcla.edu/
eoplan (http://www.mcla.edu/eoplan/).
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ACCREDITATIONS AND
APPROVALS

ACCREDITATIONS

Accreditation Statement
NECHE

MCLA is accredited by the Commission on Institutions of Higher
Education of the New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE
(https://www.neche.org/)) - formally New England Association of Schools
and Colleges, Inc. (NEASC (https://www.neasc.org/)).

MCLA received notification of our reaccreditation by NEASC in April 2014,
following a campus visit in November 2013 by a team of NEASC peer
reviews.

Accreditation of an institution of higher education by the Commission
indicates that it meets or exceeds criteria for the assessment of
institutional quality periodically applied through a peer review process. An
accredited college or university is one which has available the necessary
resources to achieve its stated purposes through appropriate educational
programs, is substantially doing so, and gives reasonable evidence that

it will continue to do so in the foreseeable future. Institutional integrity is
also addressed through accreditation. Accreditation by the Commission
is not partial but applies to the institution as a whole. As such, it is not

a guarantee of every course or program offered, or the competence of
individual graduates. Rather, it provides reasonable assurance about the
quality of opportunities available to students who attend the institution.

Inquiries regarding the accreditation status by the Commission should be
directed to the Office of Academic Affairs.

Contact information for the NECHE:

New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE) (https://
www.neche.org/)

3 Burlington Woods Drive, Suite 100

Burlington, MA 01803-4514

781-425-7785 or info@neche.org

ACBSP

The Department of Business Administration and Economics offers a four-
year program leading to a Bachelor of Science in business administration
that is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and
Programs (ACBSP).

Contact information for the ACBSP U.S. World Headquarters:

Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs
11520 West 119th Street

Overland Park, KS 66213

Phone: (913) 339-9356

Fax: (913) 339-6226

Website: https://acbsp.org/

Email: info@acbsp.org
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JRCERT

The Health Sciences - Radiologic Technology Concentration, B.S. is
accredited by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic
Technology (JRCERT). The program has a full 8-year accreditation with
the next review date in September 2024.

Contact information for the JRCERT:

Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology
(JRCERT)

20 North Wacker Drive, Ste 2850

Chicago, IL 60606-3182

Phone: 312-704-5300

Fax: 312-704-5304

Website: www.jrcert.org (https://www.jrcert.org/)

E-mail: mail@jrcert.org

APPROVALS

Massachusetts Board of Higher Education -
Commonwealth Honors Program

MCLA's Commonwealth Honors Program undergoes a rigorous
accreditation process involving a comprehensive self-study, and site
visits, with the final approval given by the Massachusetts Board of Higher
Education.

MABORN (Initial Approval)

The MCLA nursing program prepares graduates to take the National
Council Licensing Examination in Nursing for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-
RN), a required credential for nursing practice. On March 28, 2023, MCLA
was granted Initial Approval status through the Massachusetts Board of
Registration in Nursing (MABORN) for the operation of its Bachelor of
Science in Nursing Degree Program. Full approval will be sought once
the first nursing cohort graduates in May 2027.

Board of Registration in Nursing

239 Causeway Street, Suite 500, 5th Floor

Boston, MA 02114

(617) 973-0900

www.mass.gov/dph/boards/rn (https://www.mass.gov/dph/boards/rn/)
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THE COLLEGE AND ITS
HISTORY

Since our inception as the Normal School in North Adams in 1894,
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA) has provided educational
access and exceptional learning opportunities to generations of students
and alumni. Over the years, MCLA has evolved to meet the challenges
and needs of changing times. In 1932, the Normal School became

the State Teachers College of North Adams, reflecting the increased
importance of education as an academic discipline. In 1960, we changed
our name to North Adams State College and expanded our focus to
include professional degrees in business administration and computer
science. In 1997, with eyes focused on the horizon of a new century, the
College assumed a unique mission within the state university system as
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, the public liberal arts college for
the Commonwealth.

Today, MCLA continues to innovate. We guide students as they develop
critical thinking, communication and leadership skills both in class and
through a range of high-impact experiences. Applied learning always
has been part of what the College provided to students; for many, the
teacher practicum was an opportunity to learn by doing and to take what
they learned into the classroom and out into the field. Today, teacher
preparation opportunities exist alongside arts management internships
with local cultural organizations, undergraduate research in collaboration
with faculty members, travel courses and study abroad, community
service projects, and leadership positions in clubs, organizations and
athletics teams. These activities enable students to enhance academics
with practical experience and prepare them for graduate study or to
launch their careers in whatever field their passion leads them.

As the economy continues to evolve, MCLA expands its majors and
programs to address critical needs in the marketplace. New degree
programs include those in art, arts management, chemistry, and political
science and public policy. Each of our degree programs is delivered in
small classes by faculty who know their students well and challenge
them to excel. Our newest graduate program, the Master of Business
Administration, offers a flexible curriculum for working professionals that
prepares them to advance in their careers as leaders and innovators.

To support expanded programs in the sciences and the teaching
and learning needs of the 21st century, MCLA has recently opened
the Feigenbaum Center for Science and Innovation. This state-of-
the-art facility supports learning and research for students, faculty
and community members, and connects the College to important
developments in the life sciences-—-one of the keys to the competitive
advantage of the County and the Commonwealth.

The proof of MCLA's success can be found in the example set by our
alumni. They are distinguished teachers, civic, community and business
leaders, journalists, scientists, activists and entrepreneurs. They are
proud of the education they received, loyal to their alma mater, and
dedicated to its continued success.

Though changing times present new challenges and opportunities, the
essential nature of MCLA remains constant: a place that delivers a high-
quality, affordable public liberal arts education in an environment that
supports the development of intellectual and practical skills, promotes
scholarship and inquiry, and challenges students to model personal,
social and civic responsibility.



Board of Trustees, 2023-2024

BRENDA BURDICK, CHAIR, ADAMS

Ms. Burdick is Senior Manager of Marketing and Public Relations for
General Dynamics Mission Systems.

FREDERICK J. KEATOR, VICE CHAIR, LENOX

Mr. Keator is Managing Partner of the Keator Group, LLC, a nationally
recognized wealth management firm.

JOHN BARRETT Ill, NORTH ADAMS

Mr. Barrett is the state representative for the 1st Berkshire district. As a
former 13-term Mayor, he is the first graduate of MCLA to serve as Mayor
of North Adams. He is a longtime supporter of MCLA and has been a
strong advocate for public higher education in Massachusetts.

MOHAN BOODRAM, QUINCY

Mr. Boodram is Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid at Harvard
University Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.

JEAN CLARKE-MITCHELL, LEE

Dr. Clark-Mitchell is an Assistant Professor of Social Work with Lesley
University in Cambridge, MA.

PAIGE DUFUR '26, STUDENT TRUSTEE
KAREN KOWALCYZK, DALTON

Ms. Kowalcyzk is a Certified Public Accountant with over thirty years'
experience in private practice.

DENISE MARSHALL '81, PITTSFIELD

Ms. Marshall is a former Executive Vice President of Adams Community
Bank based in Adams, MA.

DR. ROBERT REILLY, LANESBOROUGH

Dr. Reilly is a retired educator, researcher, and author. His career
encompassed MIT, MCLA, UMass Amherst, and elementary schools in
Lanesborough and Springfield.

FRANKLIN REYNOLDS, AVON, CT

Mr. Reynolds is president and CEO of UIL Holdings Corporation,

the AVANGRID subsidiary that oversees its natural gas and electric
companies in Connecticut and Massachusetts, including Berkshire Gas
Company.

KATHLEEN THERRIEN '97, WILLIAMSTOWN

Ms. Therrien is the Director of Trust and Estate Administration at Williams
College.
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Executive Staff

President

Dr. James F. Birge

Ph.D., Gonzaga University

M.Ed., Plymouth State University
B.s., Westfield State University

Vice President of Administration & Finance
Joseph G. DaSilva

A.B.A., Holyoke Community College

B.S., Western New England University
M.S., Bay Path University
Joseph.DaSilva@mcla.edu

Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs
Dr. Richard Glejzer

B.A., University of New Hampshire

M.A., University of New Hampshire

Ph. D., University of Missouri-Columbia
Richard.Glejzer@mcla.edu

Chief of Staff

Gina Puc '07

B.A., Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
G.Puc@mcla.edu

Vice President of Student Affairs
Dr. Jeannette N. Smith

B.A., University of Nevada, Reno
M.A., University of Nevada, Reno
Ph.D., University of Nevada, Reno
Jeannette.Smith@mcla.edu

Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Robert P. Ziomek '89

A.A., Holyoke Community College

B.A., Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (North Adams State College)
Robert.Ziomek@mcla.edu

Executive Director of Human Resources/ Payroll Office
Barbara T. Chaput

B.A., EIms College

M.B.A., Western New England University
Barbara.Chaput@mcla.edu

Director of Marketing and Communications
Bernadette Alden

B.A., Framingham State University
Bernadette.Alden@mcla.edu
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Land Acknowledgment

Throughout the United States, including MCLA's campus and the surrounding area, people reside on land forcibly taken from Native Americans.

Land Acknowledgment

With gratitude and humility, we respectfully acknowledge that Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts stands on the ancestral homelands of the Stockbridge-
Munsee Mohicans, who are the Indigenous peoples of this land. Following tremendous hardship after being forced from their valued homelands, they continued
as a sovereign Tribal Nation in Wisconsin, which is where they reside today. We pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we commit to
building a more inclusive and equitable space for all.

—Land acknowledgment from the Stockbridge-Munsee Community

Visit the Stockbridge-Munsee Community's website (https://www.mohican.com/) to learn more about their community and history.

Address
Campus

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
375 Church Street

North Adams, MA 01247
413.662.5000


https://www.mohican.com/
https://www.mohican.com/

ADMISSION

www.mcla.edu/admission-aid (https://www.mcla.edu/admission-aid/)
(413) 662-5410
admissions@mcla.edu

MCLA admits candidates who wish to participate in a challenging
academic environment and who exhibit potential for growth. The
admission requirements and procedures are designed to assist the
College in selecting qualified students who can benefit from the
educational experience and contribute to the MCLA community. The
College also has a strong commitment to promoting diversity and strives
to attract students from varying backgrounds.

Admission Information and Personal
Visits

Prospective students and their families are strongly encouraged to visit
the campus. Currently enrolled MCLA students conduct tours of the
campus on weekdays and Saturdays throughout the year. To request
admission information or to schedule a visit, please call the Office of

Admission at (413) 662-5410 or visit our website at www.mcla.edu/visit
(https://www.mcla.edu/admission-aid/visit-us/).

Dates of Enrollment and Admission
Options

MCLA operates on a semester basis with students being admitted to both
the fall and spring semesters.

Regular/Rolling Admission

Candidates for admission are considered on a rolling admission cycle.
For the fall term, the applications are reviewed commencing in November
through the spring term. First-year applicants are encouraged to apply

in November of their senior year, once first quarter grades are posted.
Transfer students are recommended to apply a semester prior to their
intended term of enrollment.

Early Action: Optional for Fall Admission
Only

Applicants who wish to receive their admission decision early may
submit their complete application package by December 1 to the Office of
Admission. Early action is not binding and only provides students with an
early admission decision without obligation to enroll.

Spring Admission

First-year and transfer applicants are considered for the spring term

by submitting all admission application information by December 1.
Decisions are made on a rolling basis for spring, commencing in October.

Admission Requirements and Procedures
First-year Admission Requirements

MCLA’s admission standards are selective and decisions are made on
an individual basis after careful review of all academic credentials. First-
year applicants must meet the Massachusetts Department of Higher
Education admission standards and possess a high school diploma

or equivalency at the time of enrollment. In order to be considered for
admission, applicants must successfully complete the 17 academic
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units listed below. Meeting the minimum standards does not guarantee
admission to MCLA.

Application Form

MCLA is a member of the Common Application. First-year applicants
must submit the Common Application which can be accessed
through the MCLA website or www.commonapp.org (http://
Www.commonapp.org).

High School Record

All first-year applicants must submit an official copy of their high school
record, including at least the first quarter senior grades. An applicant is
evaluated on the total high school profile, consisting of the applicant’s
overall grade point average, curriculum and level of competitiveness.

All high school grade point averages are recalculated and considered in
comparison to the eligibility index.

High School Unit Requirements

The unit requirements listed below apply only to the traditional student
recently graduated from high school and serve as evidence of the
student’s ability to complete college-level course work. Units must

be at college preparatory level. Completion of these academic units
demonstrates competencies required for college preparation, but does
not guarantee admission to the College. Exempted from these unit
requirements are those students who have been out of high school for
three years or more and have obtained a GED three years after their
anticipated high school graduation year.

Subject Units
English
Mathematics
Science (with labs)
Social Science
Foreign Language
Electives

Total

= N NN W s D

7

1. English courses must cover both composition and literature
and should include the development of reading, writing and
comprehension skills.

2. Mathematics courses must include algebra |, Il and geometry or
trigonometry, or comparable coursework. One course must be
completed in a student’s senior year of high school.

. Science courses must include three units with lab work.
. Social science courses, including one year of United States history.
. Foreign language must be two levels of a single language.

o o b~ W

. Elective courses selected from additional college preparatory courses
or from the above subjects or from arts and humanities or computer
science.

Standardized Test Scores
MCLA will be piloting a test free policy for fall 2024 applicants.

Adult Learners

Students who have been high school graduates for three years or more
can apply to the College by submitting a copy of their high school record,
GED scores, and/or college transcripts. Personal interviews are strongly
recommended to make an accurate assessment of student skills and
abilities.
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Transfer Student Admission

MCLA welcomes qualified students to apply for transfer admission. A
student who has earned a minimum of 12 semester hours of college-
level credit from an accredited institution may be considered as a transfer
student. Transfer students must have earned a high school diploma

or equivalent. Transfer applicants are evaluated on the basis of their
previous college course work. To be considered for admission, a student
should understand the following:

+ Admission is on a rolling basis.

« Official transcripts must be received from each college/university
attended

Transfer Articulation Agreements

MCLA has transfer articulation agreements with a number of two-year
colleges. Admission preference and optimum transferability of credits are
ensured for those students who apply from these colleges. Contact the
Associate Director of Transfer Admission for more information.

MassTransfer

Students transferring to MCLA from any Massachusetts public higher
education institution may qualify for MassTransfer. Massachusetts
community college students who complete an associate degree and
enroll in an approved MassTransfer program receive guaranteed
admission, full transfer of credits and a tuition discount based upon final
GPA. Students who complete the MassTransfer block of courses will
satisfy the core requirements at MCLA, other than the capstone course.
Completion of the 34 credits in the MassTransfer block must be indicated
on the sending institution’s official transcript.

Students should contact the Office of Admission for more information.
A complete description of MassTransfer and a list of approved programs
is available at: www.mass.edu/masstransfer/ (http://www.mass.edu/
masstransfer/).

New York Transfer Program

New York students can expect a personalized admission process
designed to maximize credit transfers.

Program Requirements:

+ Earned Associate s degree (A.A. or A.S.) from a State University of
New York (SUNY) institution

* Minimum 2.5 GPA
Program Benefits:

+ Maximizes transfer credits to provide students with a clear plan to
complete a general education transfer block.

Automatic satisfaction of most core curriculum requirements for the
potential of 60 transfer credits. (MCLA will require completion of a
senior level capstone class and a physical education course.)

+ Guaranteed admission to the major of your choice (Not including
clinical programs.)

+ NY Tuition Reduction (see Tuition Information)

International Students - Application
Requirements

International students studying or residing outside of the U.S. may apply
to MCLA as a full-time student in a degree program by submitting the
following documents:

+ The Common Application

+ Official secondary school transcript and/or college transcripts
translated into English and formally evaluated

+ English Language Test Results: DuoLingo English Test (https://
englishtest.duolingo.com/applicants/) (minimum 100) or TOEFL
(https://www.ets.org/toefl/) (minimum 79 on iBT or 550 on paper) or
IELTS (https://www.ielts.org/en-us/) (minimum 6.0) or PTE (https://
pearsonpte.com/) (minimum 50)

+ Letter of Recommendation

+ Personal Statement/Essay (250-500 Words)

International applications must be submitted and complete by March 1st
to be considered for the fall semester and November 15th for the spring
semester.

Certification of Finances

As required by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, you must
complete the Certification of Finances form to verify access to sufficient
financial resources to attend the College. All international students

(not permanent residents or citizens of the U.S.) are classified as “out-
of-state” students for tuition purposes. Since the College is unable to
provide financial aid to international students, you must demonstrate
adequate resources to meet yearly estimated expenses. The Certificate of
Finances form must be submitted before a Form I-20 can be issued.

Readmission

Students who previously attended MCLA but did not complete their
degree may apply for readmission to the College by submitting an
admission application. If the student completed additional course work
at another institution after leaving MCLA, an official transcript of this
course work must be sent to the Office of Admission. Any outstanding
obligations to the College, such as financial commitments, must be
reconciled prior to readmission.

Students who have been academically suspended from the College must
meet specific criteria and complete six transferable credits, with a GPA of
2.0 or better, outside of MCLA to be considered for readmission.

Part-Time Day or Evening Enroliment

Students can attend MCLA as full-time (12 credits or more), or as part-
time (fewer than 12 credits). Irrespective of the number of credits, to be
eligible to earn a degree from MCLA, students must be matriculated or
accepted into an academic program.

Students interested in enrolling in courses prior to matriculating may do
so and are considered non-matriculated or “non degree” students. Non-
matriculated students may register for courses through the Office of
Student Records for fall, spring or summer sessions. Students may earn
up to 24 undergraduate credits at MCLA with a non-matriculated status.
Non-matriculated students are not eligible for financial aid and register
after matriculated students.


http://www.mass.edu/masstransfer/
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BILLING INFORMATION

www.mcla.edu/studentaccounts (http://www.mcla.edu/
studentaccounts/)

(413) 662-5230

studentaccounts@mcla.edu

Billing

Students are billed on a semester basis. Bills are due by the printed bill
due date. If a student account is not satisfied by the due date, a late

fee may be imposed, and access to housing, meal plans, and transcript
requests may be affected. Non-payment may also result in being dropped
from coursework. The College accepts cash or check over the counter, or
you may pay online with a credit card or ACH at

http:// (http://www.mcla.edu/studentaccounts/)www.mcla.edu/
studentaccounts/ (http://www.mcla.edu/studentaccounts/). The College
also offers a monthly payment plan (Massachusetts College Of Liberal
Arts — MyCollegePaymentPlan (https://mycollegepaymentplan.com/
mcla/)). For more information about this service, please contact the
Student Accounts Office.

Insurance

For any student that is three-quarter time or more during a semester (9
credits undergraduate, 7 credits graduate), mandatory health insurance
will appear as a charge on the student bill. Waiver or enrollment

may be completed on the Student Accounts website (http:// (http://
www.mcla.edu/studentaccounts/)www.mcla.edu/studentaccounts/
(http://www.mcla.edu/studentaccounts/)).

New England Regional Student Program

MCLA participates in a regional cooperative program administered by the
New England Board of Higher Education. This program enables qualified
residents of New England to study at in-state tuition rates plus a 50
percent surcharge on tuition in certain programs at any of the publicly
supported New England institutions of higher education. The following
rules apply:

+ To qualify, you must be a resident of Connecticut, Maine, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, or Vermont; be a U.S. Citizen or permanent
resident, and be enrolled full-time. You may also obtain additional
information by visiting www.nebhe.org/tuitionbreak (https://
nebhe.org/tuitionbreak/).

+ New York residents are also eligible for this special tuition rate based
on being a resident of New York, being a U.S. Citizen or permanent
resident, and being a full-time student.

Tuition and Fees

For information regarding current tuition and fees, please go
to www.mcla.edu/studentaccounts (http://www.mcla.edu/
studentaccounts/).
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FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION

www.mcla.edu/Aid (http://www.mcla.edu/Aid/)
(413) 662-5219
finaid@mcla.edu

All MCLA students are strongly encouraged to complete the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at http://www.FAFSA.gov
(http://www.FAFSA.gov/). For more information about the financial

aid application process, please refer to the financial aid website at
http://www.mcla.edu/Aid/ or call the MCLA Financial Aid Office at (413)
662-5219.

Financial Aid

Students are awarded financial aid according to need. Applicants who
meet the College’s published financial aid deadlines will receive priority
consideration. Although financial aid programs operate under specific
federal and state guidelines, every effort is made to consider each
student’s particular family financial situation. To apply for financial

aid, complete a Free Application for the Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
online at http://www.FAFSA.gov (http://www.FAFSA.gov/). A copy of the
family's prior year (or two years prior) IRS federal income tax transcript
may be required for verification purposes. Consideration of eligibility

for financial aid is made when these documents have been received.
For information regarding financial aid loans, grants, scholarships or
work study programs, please refer to the Financial Aid website at http://
www.mcla.edu/Aid/ or contact the Financial Aid Office.

Refund Policy

Withdrawal prior to the first day of classes (official opening), a student
receives a refund of 100 percent. All refunds for withdrawals after the
start of classes are determined on a pro-rata basis up to the 60 percent
point of the semester. Pro-rata refunds are calculated by determining
the percentage of the semester that has been completed up to and
including the official date of withdrawal. Based on this calculation, the
College determines the amount of financial aid that is unearned and

is responsible for returning any portion necessary to the appropriate
financial aid programs. Repayment is made to the Federal programs in
the following order: Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan, Federal Direct
Subsidized Loan, Federal Direct Plus Loan, Federal Pell Grant and
Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant. Any remaining
credit balances will then be returned to state, institutional and student
resources, in that order. All refunds will be made payable to the student.
Please note that withdrawal from the College could result in a balance
owed to the College for aid that must be returned to the above programs.
No refund will be made after the 60 percent point of the semester and no
proration will occur.

Withdrawal Policy

All undergraduate matriculated (degree-seeking) students withdrawing
from MCLA must complete a withdrawal form through the Office of the
Registrar. See leave of absence/withdrawal at end of next section.
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VETERAN INFORMATION

mcla.edu/administration/registrar/veterans-information/index (https://
www.mcla.edu/administration/registrar/veterans-information/)

(413) 662-5216
registrar@mcla.edu

Information for MCLA Students who are United States Armed Forces
Veterans, Active Duty, Selected Reserve, National Guard, or their
Dependents

Gl Bill® is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA). More information about education benefits offered by
VA is available at the official U.S. government Web site at https://
www.benefits.va.gov/gibill (https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/).

Students are encouraged to identify their veteran status with the
Registrar's Office, Eldridge Hall Quad Level.

The Registrar’s Office certifies eligibility for tuition benefits with the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Benefits can come from one of the
following sources:

+ Massachusetts Categorical Tuition Waiver

+ The Post 9/11 GI Bill® (Chapter 33)

+ Montgomery Gl Bill® Active Duty (MGIB-AD) (Chapter 30)

+ Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E) (Chapter 31)

+ Montgomery Gl Bill® Selected Reserve (MGIB-SR) (Chapter 1606)
+ Veterans' Educational Assistance Program (VEAP) (Chapter 32)

+ Chapter 35 Survivors' and Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA)
Program

In compliance with the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act
of 2014, qualifying veterans and dependents will be charged tuition and
fees at the rate for in-state students.

The Veterans Access, Choice and Accountability Act of 2014 (codified

at 38 U.S.C. 3679) has been amended by Section 1005 of Public Law
116-315, the Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D., Veterans Health Care
and Benefits Improvement Act of 2020, which modifies 38 U.S.C. 3679(c).

The amendment requires that for all courses, semesters, or terms
beginning after August 1, 2021, public institutions of higher education
must charge qualifying veterans, dependents and eligible individuals
tuition and fees at the rate for in-state residents.

In compliance with 38 U.S.C. 3679(c), as amended, the following
individuals will be charged the in-state resident rate:

+ A veteran using educational assistance under either Chapter 30
(Montgomery GI Bill® — Active Duty Program), Chapter 31 (Vocational
Rehabilitation) or Chapter 33 (Post-9/11 G Bill), of 38 U.S.C. who lives
in the state in which the institution is located (regardless of his/her
formal state of residence).

Anyone using transferred Post-9/11 G.I. Bill benefits (38 U.S.C.

§ 3319) who lives in the state in which the institution is located
(regardless of his/her formal state of residence).

Anyone described above while he or she remains continuously
enrolled (other than during regularly scheduled breaks between
courses, semesters, or terms) at the same institution. The person
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must be using educational benefits under Chapter 30, Chapter 31 or
Chapter 33 of 38 U.S.C.

+ Anyone using benefits under the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John
David Fry Scholarship (38 U.S.C. § 3311(b)(9)) who lives in the state
in which the institution is located (regardless of his/her formal state
of residence).

In compliance with the Valor Act of 2012, the Registrar’s Office evaluates
potential college credit for military training programs, college courses
taken while on active duty, and various examination programs. MCLA
awards college credit based on the recommendations provided by the
American Council on Education, DANTES, and our own Experiential Credit
Program. Students are encouraged to contact the Registrar’s Office for
more information.

In compliance with the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act
of 2014, qualifying veterans, dependents, and eligible individuals will be
charged tuition and fees at the rate for in-state students. Additionally,

in compliance with the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability

Act of 2014, individuals using education assistance under Chapter 31,
Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) will be charged the in-
state residential rate.

In compliance with the Veterans Benefits and Transition Act of 2018,
MCLA does not penalize veterans and dependents using Chapter 31 and
Chapter 33 benefits when the VA is late making payments by preventing
these students from enrolling, charging additional late fees, requiring
alternative sources of funding, or denying access to school resources.
Qualifying students should submit their Certificate of Eligibility or
Statement of Benefits before the first day of classes.
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THE UNDERGRADUATE
EXPERIENCE

Academic Policies

For detailed information pertaining to current academic policies, please
refer to www.mcla.edu/registrar (http://www.mcla.edu/registrar/).

MCLA Community Standards (formerly known as the
Student Handbook)

To view a copy of MCLA's Community Standards, please go to https://
www.mcla.edu/info-for/current-student/community-standards/index.php
(https://www.mcla.edu/info-for/current-student/community-standards/).

Credit for Learning Experiences Outside of MCLA

The College recognizes that significant learning occurs outside the formal
academic experience at MCLA, through community activities, military
service, or other study. Students may receive credit for such experiences
through a number of programs that are detailed below.

STANDARDIZED TESTS
Academic credit will be awarded for students achieving certain standards
on the following assessments:

International Baccalaureate (IB) Program

The IB program is a standardized curriculum that is offered in many
countries, including the U.S. After 2 years of advanced study, students
take external exams called higher level (HL) exams in their area of
intensive study which are scored using a 1-7 scale, with 7 being the
highest score. MCLA recognizes both the IB Diploma and Certificates.
The College will award 6 to 8 credits for each higher level exam passed
with a score of 4 or better. (Eight credits are awarded in the sciences
and six credits are awarded in all other subject areas.) For more
information, please contact the Registrar's office at 413-662-5216

or registrar@mcla.edu.

Advanced Placement (AP) Program

Sponsored by the College Entrance Examination Board (CEEB), the AP
program offers students the opportunity to earn college credits. The
standardized AP exam usually is taken upon completion of a specific
course of study in high school. The College will grant course credit for
an AP score of 3 or higher. An official copy of the CEEB report must
be sent to the MCLA Office of Admission for evaluation. For more
information, please contact the Registrar's office at 413-662-5216

or registrar@mcla.edu.

College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

Sponsored by the College Entrance Examination Board (CEEB), the
College Level Examination Program provides standardized tests across
a diverse array of college-level courses. Academic Advising and Support
maintains a list of the MCLA course equivalents (core and departmental)
for CLEP exams. For each CLEP examination awarding 3 or 6 credits,
MCLA requires a minimum score of 50, representing the mean test score
of students who earn a C in the corresponding college-level course. For
students seeking 12 credits in foreign language, the following scores
are required: French 62, German 63, Spanish 66. For more information,
please contact Academic Advising and Support at 413-662-5585 or
advising@mcla.edu.
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Academic Services

Academic Advising & Support

Advising

The Office of Academic Advising & Support is the primary academic
resource on campus to empower students to make informed academic
and life decisions. Staff assist students with general academic program
information (including the core curriculum), registration and schedule
adjustment information, leadership opportunities, and problem solving
for general academic difficulties. All undeclared students receive
academic advising with staff in Academic Advising & Support. For more
information, please go to: mcla.edu/advising (https://www.mcla.edu/
student-services/academic-advising-and-support/academic-advising/).

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

The Office is also committed to offering students various academic
resources to support students' goals. From first year to graduate
students, all are encouraged to seek assistance in improving their
academic skills. Academic Advising & Support coordinates the
Trailblazer Tutor Program. Peer tutors assist students to gain a better
understanding of key course concepts, review for exams, and model
positive study strategies. Tutoring services are free and available to
all MCLA students by appointment or drop-in. The Trailblazer Tutor
Center is in Mark Hopkins, room 108. For more information, please go
to https://www.mcla.edu/student-services/academic-advising-and-
support/academic-support/trailblazer-tutor-center/index.php. (https://
www.mcla.edu/student-services/academic-advising-and-support/
academic-support/trailblazer-tutor-center/)

SUCCESS COACHING

Applying a holistic approach, success coaching helps committed MCLA
students develop skills, behaviors and habits that contribute to student
success in college. These areas include college, career and life readiness
skills such as: academic and career goal setting, learning strategies, time
management, organization, self-regulation and self-efficacy. The Success
Coaching program is designed to promote a positive and successful
learning experience for MCLA students. For further information about
Success Coaching, please call 413-662-5585.

UNDECLARED Advising

The Undeclared Program is designed to support students who have
not declared a major. The program engages students with a variety of
experiences designed to encourage informed decisions when choosing
a major. These include working with academic advisors and exploring
academic and career services. For additional information, please

see: https://www.mcla.edu/student-services/academic-advising-and-
support/academic-advising/undeclared-at-mcla.php

MCLA students must declare a major program of study by the time they
have earned 60 credits. Transfer students entering MCLA with 60 or
more credits must declare a major after the completion of their second
semester at MCLA. Students have the responsibility of completing all
requirements for their chosen major regardless of when the major is
declared. Students already in a major may become Undeclared if they
wish to explore other majors.

Disability Resources

Disability Resources

Disability resources works with students individually to determine
accommodations that are appropriate and reasonable. If a student
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qualifies for disability services, an individualized accommodation plan

is developed to address documented needs and facilitate equal access.
Our philosophy and programs assist eligible students in fostering
independence in college to the fullest extent possible, embracing self-
advocacy and developing skills to transition and succeed in their careers.
For further information or to inquire about accommodations, please

call 413-662-5314 or visit the website at mcla.edu/student-services/
disability-resources (https://www.mcla.edu/student-services/disability-
resources/).

TRIO

TRIO

The TRIO Student Support Services Program (SSS) at MCLA empowers
first-generation, low-income, and students with disabilities to explore
and engage with their educational, professional, and personal goals. SSS
offers comprehensive academic and personal support designed to assist
with retention, academic success, and persistence to graduate. Please
visit https://www.mcla.edu/student-services/trio/index.php (https://
www.mcla.edu/student-services/trio/) for more information on the
program eligibility and the application process. You can find us located in
rooms 105A, 105B, and 103 of Mark Hopkins. For any questions, please
email triosss@mcla.edu or Barbara.Baker@mcla.edu.

Student Support Centers
THE WRITING STUDIO

The Writing Studio is a space where writers collaborate and create.
Trained peer Writing Associates will collaborate with writers at any
stage of the writing process: from understanding assignments and
brainstorming ideas to planning, revising and polishing final drafts.
Students, faculty and staff can sign up for a one-hour in-person or online
writing appointment at mcla.edu/writingstudio (https://www.mcla.edu/
student-services/academic-advising-and-support/academic-support/
writing-studio/).

THE MATH HELP DROP-IN CENTER

The Math Help Drop-In Center is a friendly, judgment-free place where
any MCLA student (and even faculty/staff!) can get help with any math
question from any course, by trained peer tutors who will help you build
your skills and confidence in math, no matter where you're starting from.
No appointment needed - come by Room 101 in the Feigenbaum Center
for Science and Innovation, or drop by our Microsoft Teams Channel

for online-only help. Make sure you check out our website for current
hours of operation, helpful tips, and instructions for accessing our Teams
Channel: mcla.edu/mathcenter (https://www.mcla.edu/student-services/
academic-advising-and-support/academic-support/math-drop-in/).

Career Services
CAREER SERVICES

Career Services provides students and alumni with the necessary
professional development tools and skills to prepare for any post-
undergraduate transition. The Office of Career Services assists with
the decision-making process in the areas of career exploration and
discovery, graduate school preparation, and job searching. Career
Services also facilitates the development of significant connections
between students/alumni and employers. Through partnering with
the academic departments, Career Services strongly encourages and
promotes the value of internships as a demonstrable way for students
to prepare for future employment opportunities. By working closely
with the Office of Institutional Advancement and Alumni Relations,
Career Services introduces current students to alumni who are able to
share their professional experiences. These networking opportunities
offer valuable insight into various career paths and industries. For
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more information, please go to: mcla.edu/career-services (https://
www.mcla.edu/student-services/career-services/).

Experiential Learning Opportunities

Experiential Learning Opportunities

Alternative Learning

A student may apply for Alternative Learning Credits for experiences
incurred as a matriculated MCLA student for which they have not
otherwise been awarded credit, and that either do not reasonably well

fit the definitions of Internship, Independent Study, or Independent
Research, or for which application for such mechanisms was not a
reasonable expectation. To apply for alternative learning credit, students
will create and submit a portfolio documenting said learning experiences
as they relate to a specific course in the MCLA curriculum. Alternative
learning credits awarded will not be included in the 45 MCLA credits
required for graduation and will not count towards the final 15 credits
needed to be taken at MCLA for graduation. Students at MCLA may

earn a total of 15 credits for alternative learning credit, prior learning
credit, and/or internships. In the rare event that a student is approved

to receive 15 credits of prior learning credit and there are extenuating
circumstances when an internship is required for their program of

study or is deemed necessary, the Dean of Academic Affairs may grant
an exception to the total 15 credit limit. This exception would only be
allowed in very rare instances.

Any student seeking credit for alternative learning via portfolio should
initiate the application no later than the add-drop deadline of the
semester prior to graduation. To initiate the process, the student must
consult with a department chair in the department for the course

that will be included in the portfolio for the purpose of determining

the appropriate faculty sponsor(s). In consultation with the faculty
sponsor(s) and department chair (these could be the same individual),
the student should draft their portfolio to include a narrative that aligns
the learning objectives of the course with documentary evidence

from their experience demonstrating the specific skills, abilities,

and knowledge gained (examples may include photographs, logs,
certifications, and a letter from a supervisor). The chair or faculty sponsor
might recommend that the student enroll in ENGL 395 Experiential Credit
Portfolio Preparation and Writing.

The student must submit the completed portfolio to the department
chair, who will send it to the faculty sponsor. For consideration during the
concurrent semester, the submission must be made no later than October
1st for the Fall semester or February 15th for the Spring semester.
Submissions received after these deadlines would be considered for
credit in the subsequent semester. The department chair will send the
portfolio to the faculty sponsor(s), who will write a recommendation

on the awarding of credit. The recommendation will be reviewed by the
Chair and then forwarded to the Dean of Academic Affairs who will make
the final decision. Portfolios will be reviewed, evaluated, and returned
within four to six weeks of receipt. Students who do not receive credit, or
who receive fewer credits than proposed, may revise their portfolios and
resubmit for an additional review.

A per-credit fee will be assessed at the time of portfolio submission.
Students are not eligible for financial aid for credits earned through the
alternative learning policy. Students will not be charged additional per-
credit fees for resubmission of a returned portfolio. Credit for alternative
learning is never guaranteed.

College Academic Program Sharing (CAPS)

CAPS is a program for sharing academic programs among
Massachusetts state universities. It offers access to the academic
resources of another state university while maintaining degree status

at MCLA. A student may take up to 30 semester hours of credit through
the CAPS program. A minimum GPA of 2.0 must be achieved in this
coursework. To qualify for CAPS, a student must first earn at least 30
credits at MCLA and have a minimum GPA of 2.0. For further information
about CAPS, please contact the Registrar's Office at 413-662-5216

or registrar@mcla.edu.

Cross-Enroliment

COUNCIL OF PUBLIC LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGES (COPLAC)

The Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges (COPLAC) offers a limited
number of shared online courses using synchronous and asynchronous
distance technology. MCLA students may apply to take online courses

at a COPLAC institution if such courses address unmet student and/

or program needs. Students must have a full-time schedule at MCLA
exclusive of the COPLAC course for financial aid purposes. For additional
information, please contact the Registrar's Office at 413-662-5216

or registrar@mcla.edu.

CROSS-ENROLLMENT AT BERKSHIRE COMMUNITY COLLEGE/
WILLIAMS COLLEGE

A limited number of matriculated students enrolled full-time and in good
academic standing may register without additional tuition at Williams
College or Berkshire Community College for courses not offered by MCLA.
Students must have a full-time schedule at MCLA exclusive of the off-
campus course for financial aid purposes. Interested students should
consult the Registrar's Office at 413-662-5216 or registrar@mcla.edu.

First-Year Experience (FYE)

The "First-Year Experience” is a strategically integrated year-

long approach to help prepare and support students for the transition
from high school to college. The MCLA Onboarding Process,

Orientation, L.E.A.D. Academy, and the First-Year Seminar (FSEM) course
are designed to enhance meaningful participation in academics and
co-curricular social life. Each student has their own Success Team,
comprised of faculty, staff and peer mentors, to help students reach their
goals and thrive in their new environment. This experience will foster
students’ enthusiasm for learning and create a sense of belonging in the
MCLA Community.

Independent Study

Independent Study is advanced-level coursework in a subject area

not covered in depth by the normal course offerings of an academic
department. It should provide within its own structure a valuable
experience of independent research, analysis, and reporting which will
enhance the student's grasp of their subject field, and entail the requisite
motivation, skills, and discipline of independent work. Independent Study
should provide new and unique objectives consistent with the academic
program of the student.

Independent Study proposals are to be developed jointly by the instructor
and the student. The learning objectives are to be carefully considered
and identified in the proposal. The method by which the student will
evaluate the learning experience and by which the instructor will evaluate
the student must be indicated. It is imperative that instructors evaluate
whether the student is able to work independently and will benefit
scholastically from such a study.
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Students are limited to a maximum of 12 credit hours of independent
study and independent research credit, combined. Independent Studies
may be taken for variable credit, and require approval of the Independent
Study instructor, Chair of the credit-granting department, student's
advisor, and Dean of Academic Affairs. Application for an Independent
Study requires that a student be a matriculated junior or senior, with the
exception of freshman and sophomores whose readiness is specifically
demonstrated on the Independent Study Application.

The amount of credit to be earned in an Independent Study course is to
be determined by the instructor at the time the proposal is submitted,
and may vary from one to three credits, depending upon the number

of objectives identifies in the proposal, and the degree of difficulty, or
complexity, as judged by the instructor.

The number of credits is not to be changed at the end of the study period
because the student failed to meet all of the objectives which were
identified in the proposal. The grading system cited in the college catalog
is designed to provide for this.

Internships
CHARACTERISTICS OF PROFESSIONAL INTERNSHIPS

An internship is a new learning experience, for credit, provided for
selected and specially prepared individuals who aspire to become
professional practitioners, apply their academic skills and knowledge to
work environments, and explore vocations. It is an experience of "reality”
in which the knowledge, the skills, and the judgment of the intern are put
into play in solving problems which characterize professional practice.

DEPARTMENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Each academic department may establish an internship course
according to the College-wide policies for new course development. Once
established, students may apply to take the course for credit under the
guidance of a faculty sponsor from the credit-granting department, who
will serve as the instructor of record for the course.

FACULTY SPONSOR

A faculty sponsor will be responsible for evaluating individual student
readiness for the experience; maintaining regular communication with
both the student and external organization during the internship, in order
to identify and address challenges as they arise; and evaluating student
success at the end of the internship.

OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES
* Internship opportunities are reserved for matriculated juniors
and seniors, with the exception of freshman and sophomores
whose readiness is specifically demonstrated on the internship
application. Students must also have a minimum GPA of 2.0.
Academic departments have the option to require higher GPAs and/or
to restrict enrollment based on class status.

+ No more than fifteen (15) credit hours of internship can count toward
a degree. Programmatic exemptions to the credit hour limit require
approval of the governance process.

+ A minimum of forty-five (45) hours of on-site experience are required
for each credit hour.

+ The internship must be a new learning experience. If the internship
is within an organization or location where the student has previous
experience, the application must demonstrate how the intern position
differs from previous experience.

The credit-granting department may establish reasonable additional
criteria for accepting students as interns, and also have the option of
offering the internship on a pass/fail basis.
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+ An internship application, completed in consultation with the faculty
sponsor, will require the following information:
+ The educational and experiential objective of the internship

+ The on-site work to be completed during the internship
+ The number of hours of on-site work
+ The number of credits requested and method of grading

+ Any information regarding prior experience relative to the
internship

+ A plan for evaluating the internship experience

+ The completed proposal must be approved by the student, faculty
sponsor, Chairperson of the credit-granting department, student's
academic advisor, and the Dean of Academic Affairs.

+ Each internship must contain a writing component, evaluation by the
site director/supervisor, and a final evaluation by the faculty sponsor.

Honors Program

One of the ways MCLA explores its Liberal Arts mission is to foster a
cohort of passionate students - students who are intellectually engaged
with each other and the world, who love books, writing, and learning for
their own sakes, whose curiosity ranges beyond conventional disciplinary
boundaries, and who crave intellectual challenges. The Honors program
aims to offer a home for such students. The idea behind Honors at

MCLA is not that you are undertaking more work, but that the work you
undertake is more interesting. Learn more at mcla.edu/honors (https://
www.mcla.edu/academics/undergraduate-education/honors-program/).

The Washington Center

Juniors and seniors may participate in an intensive internship program
available during the summer or academic semesters, combining
coursework, career workshops and networking, and seminars with

an internship in Washington, D.C. For more information, contact

the Registrar's Office at 413-662-5216 or registrar@mcla.edu, or

visit www.twce.edu (https://twc.edu/).

National Student Exchange

Through the National Student Exchange (NSE), students can study
for one semester or up to one calendar year at one of nearly 200
participating colleges and universities within the United States and
its territories (Guam, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands) and Canada.
For more information, contact the Registrar's Office at 413-662-5216
or registrar@mcla.edu, or visit www.nse.org (https://www.nse.org/).

Study Abroad

Students in all majors have the opportunity to study abroad for a
semester or a year. MCLA is affiliated with International Studies Abroad
(ISA) by WorldStrides and The Education Abroad Network (TEAN), Center
for International Studies Abroad (CIS Abroad), and Semester at Sea.
Study abroad programs are available in Europe, Asia, Latin America,
Africa, and Australia. For more information, contact the Registrar's Office
at 413-662-5216 or registrar@mcla.edu, or visit www.studiesabroad.com
(https://www.studiesabroad.com/), www.cisabroad.com (https://
www.cisabroad.com/), or www.semesteratsea.org (https://
www.semesteratsea.org/).

Travel Courses

MCLA offers travel courses during January and March. Recent trips have
included travel to China, England, France, Ireland, Japan, Peru, and Spain.
MCLA's travel courses are academic courses that also meet regularly

on campus before and following travel. They include a normal academic

experience of reading, research, and reporting. The courses are typically
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junior-level, carry three upper-level credits toward graduation, and are an
excellent opportunity to combine travel and study. For more information,
visit mcla.edu/academics/undergraduate-education/travel-courses
(https://www.mcla.edu/academics/undergraduate-education/travel-
courses/).

Undergraduate Research Program

The Undergraduate Research Program encompasses independent
scholarly and creative activity by students in the arts, humanities,
sciences, and social sciences. This program supports students

with independent study opportunities in many disciplines, small
research and travel grants, and a dynamic campus-wide Annual
Undergraduate Research Conference (URC) for presenting their work.
For more information, visit mcla.edu/academics/undergraduate-
education/undergraduate-research (https://www.mcla.edu/academics/
undergraduate-education/undergraduate-research/).

Graduation Information

Graduation Information

Graduation Requirements
* The core curriculum requirements must be completed.

The requirements for the student's major must be completed (student
must be matriculated).

A minimum grade point average of 2.000 overall and 2.000 in the
major and minor program requirements must be earned.

A minimum of 45 credits must be completed at MCLA; a minimum of
one half of the courses in a student's major must be taken through
MCLA.

+ At least 120 credits, including the major program credits, must be
earned. No more than five credits can be fulfilled by personal fitness/
skills courses in physical education.

+ A student'’s final 15 credits of coursework must be completed at
MCLA.

+ At least 39 of the 120 credits must be in upper-division work (300-500
level).

+ Application for graduation must be filed with the Registrar's Office.

Graduation Participation Policy

MCLA requires that students must complete all graduation requirements
by the end of the academic year in order to participate in the spring
graduation ceremony. In the case of demonstrable circumstance
preventing a student's timely completion of all requirements for
graduation, exceptions may be granted by the Dean of Academic Affairs,
on a case-by-case basis, under the following conditions:

* The student has a minimum GPA of 2.0, and;

* The student's remaining number of untaken classes and/or
incompletes does not exceed six credits, or in the case of unfinished
lab courses, a maximum of eight credits, and;

« If the student's remaining requirement is student teaching, to be
completed in the successive fall semester.

+ The Dean of Academic Affairs may choose to grant the exception,
provided the student has demonstrated the ability to complete all
remaining coursework by August 31, or by the end of the fall semester
in the case of student teaching; in exceedingly limited circumstances
and at their discretion, the Dean of Academic Affairs may approve an
extension of these deadlines to either the end of the following Fall
semester or the next offering of the course(s). If additional courses

must be taken, student must submit verification of enrollment in
summer courses to the Dean before the exception will be granted. If
unfinished requirements consist of either Incompletes of non-credit
bearing requirements, the student must submit written completion
agreements with the supervising faculty member and/or Department
Chair to the Dean before the exception will be granted.

Graduation with Distinction

Students of superior academic achievement graduate with distinction
according to their quality point average earned at MCLA only. The
following standards will be used for students graduating in the year 2012
and thereafter.

+ Summa Cum Laude (3.80-4.00)
+ Magna Cum Laude (3.60-3.79)
+ Cum Laude (3.30-3.59)

MCLA Scholar Program

A growing number of MCLA students engage in significant independent
scholarly work during their undergraduate years with little formal
recognition of their achievements. The purpose of this program is to
recognize the outstanding work of these students by conferring the
MCLA Scholar designation at graduation and on their official college
transcripts. This designation will assist students in their future career and
educational endeavors. This program will also provide clear standards

for independent work and scholarship to which prospective and current
students can aspire and work towards.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
+ At least two semesters (minimum of 6 credits) of Independent Study
or equivalent experience in one academic discipline. This work must
be independent, substantive, and conducted under the supervision of
a faculty mentor.

+ Evidence of professional scholarship in the form of one of the
following: a presentation at the MCLA Undergraduate Research
Conference, a presentation at a regional/national undergraduate or
professional conference, a public art show, exhibit, or performance, or
work on art commissions.

Application by the student. The deadlines will coincide with the
graduation application deadlines in the Fall and Spring of each
academic year.

A minimum GPA of 3.30 or the equivalent of the cum laude graduation
honor.

A letter of support from the independent student faculty advisor.

A review committee of two faculty (from different disciplines and
selected from individuals serving on the Undergraduate Research
Advisory Board) and the Dean of Academic Affairs will review all the
applications and letters to confer the MCLA Scholar designation. The
MCLA Scholar designation should also be indicated on the students’
official transcript.
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Honor Societies and Special
Recognitions

Honor Societies and Special Recognitions

ALANA (African, Latino, Asian, Native American)

ALANA students are presented with a traditional African Kente cloth scarf
as part of graduation ceremonies. Kente cloth was first produced by the
Ashanti people of Ghana in Southwest Africa to honor kings and queens.
Kente cloth was worn during ceremonial events and special occasions
and, therefore, denotes the formal nature of earning the baccalaureate.

Colors: Kente Cloth

All Academic Scholar Athletes (Athletics)

All Academic Scholar Athlete designation is awarded to graduating
student-athletes who have competed in intercollegiate athletics during
their senior year and who have earned a cumulative grade point average
of 3.20 or higher.

Colors: Gold sash with MCLA and MASCAC insignias

Alpha Chi (National College Honor Society)

Alpha Chi National College Honor Society was founded in 1922
to recognize and promote academic excellence among college
and university students of all disciplines, to encourage a spirit of
service and leadership, and to nurture the elements of character
that make scholarship effective for good. For more information,
visit alphachihonor.org (https://www.alphachihonor.org).

Colors: Gold Medallion on a Blue and Green Cord

Alpha Lambda Delta (First Year)

Alpha Lambda Delta is a national honor society that honors academic
excellence during a student's first year in college. Its purpose is to
encourage superior academic achievement among students in the first
year, to promote intelligent living and a high standard of learning, and to
assist students in recognizing and developing meaningful goals for their
roles in society.

Colors: Gold, Red, White Cords

Chi Alpha Sigma (National College Athlete Honor
Society)

Chi Alpha Sigma recognizes college student-athletes who earn a varsity
letter in at least one sport while maintaining a 3.4 or higher cumulative
GPA throughout their junior and senior years.

Colors: Bronze Medallion

Delta Mu Delta (Business)

Delta Mu Delta is a business honor society. It recognizes and encourages
academic excellence of students at qualifying colleges and universities.
DMD is a community that fosters the well-being of its individual members
and the business community through lifetime membership. The Zeta Zeta
chapter of Delta Mu Delta was established at MCLA in 1992.

Colors: Purple, Gold Cords
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Phi Alpha Theta (History)

Phi Alpha Theta is a professional society for promoting the study

of history through the encouragement of research, good teaching,
publication, and the exchange of ideas among historians. It brings
students, teachers, and writers of history together both intellectually and
socially.

Colors: Madonna Red and Blue with Multi-Colors Tassel Cords

Pi Gamma Mu (Sociology; Anthropology; Social Work;
Child and Family Studies; Criminal Justice; Women,
Gender, and Sexuality Studies)

Pi Gamma Mu is the oldest international honor society in the social
sciences. Founded in 1924, its mission is to recognize excellence in
social science scholarship, nurture leadership, and foster cooperation
among its members. The blue and white cords stand for truth and light.
The society's insignia represents social science knowledge production to
understand and address social problems.

Colors: Blue and White Cords

Pi Sigma Alpha (Political Science)

Pi Sigma Alpha is the only honor society for college students of political
science in the United States. Its purpose is to stimulate scholarship and
interest in the area of government and politics.

Colors: Red, White, and Black Multi-Colored Tassel Cords

Psi Chi (Psychology)

Psi Chi is the national honor society in psychology, founded in 1929 for
the purposes of encouraging, stimulating, and maintaining excellence

in scholarship and advancing the science of psychology. Psi Chi is a
member of the Association of College Honor Societies and is affiliated
with both the American Psychological Association and the American
Psychological Society, the professional societies for psychologists in the
United States.

Colors: Gold and Blue Cords

Rho Pi Sigma (National Residence Hall Honorary)

Rho Pi Sigma is the MCLA chapter of the National Residence Hall
Honorary (NRHH). Rho Pi Sigma honors and recognizes outstanding
members of the MCLA residence areas. Through the pillars of service
and recognition, NRHH promotes a higher quality and standard of
involvement and interaction within the residence area communities.
Selection is based on demonstration of exceptional leadership within
the residence areas, a good record of campus citizenship, and active
participation in department sponsored activities and organizations.

Colors: Blue, White Cords

Sigma Pi Sigma (Physics)

Sigma Pi Sigma is the national honor society in physics. Founded in 1921,
Sigma Pi Sigma exists to honor outstanding scholarship in physics, to
encourage interest in physics among students at all levels, to promote

an attitude of service, and to provide a fellowship of persons who have
excelled in physics.

Colors: White and Green Cord
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Sigma Tau Delta (English)

Sigma Tau Delta is an international English honor society established

in 1924 to confer distinction for high achievement in English language,
literature, and writing. It is the second largest member of the Association
of College Honor Societies (ACHS).

Colors: Red and Black

Student Philanthropy Program

The Student Philanthropy Cords represent a student’s dedication and
commitment to MCLA through their first philanthropic donation to the
College toward their Senior Class Gift or other area of their choice. One of
the College's core values is to instill a culture of giving back. Graduates
who wear the blue and gold cords during Commencement are showing
pride in this Institution and making a difference in the lives of future
Trailblazers.

Colors: Blue and Gold Cord

Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Minor

This minor explores how gender and sexuality are socially, culturally,
and historically constructed, negotiated, and contested; considers the
feminist perspective in a variety of contexts; and approaches women,
gender, and sexuality studies from an interdisciplinary perspective.

Colors: Purple Cords



STUDENT RIGHTS UNDER
FERPA

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (“FERPA") of 1974, as
amended, ensures the confidentiality of student educational records and
restricts disclosure of such records to third parties, except as authorized
by law. FERPA also affords students certain rights with respect to their
education records.

For more information, please visit FERPA (mcla.edu) (https://
www.mcla.edu/administration/policies-and-procedures/ferpa.php).
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ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT
LEARNING

The assessment of student learning is crucial to MCLA's mission and
values. Separate from student grades or faculty evaluation, assessment
is an opportunity for MCLA faculty and staff to come together to develop
and prioritize outcomes for student learning, deliver high-quality content,
and critically reflect. We examine what is working well, what areas

of learning can be strengthened, and what effective practices can be
shared. Based on the results of these conversations, MCLA is able to
update its delivery and offerings to be responsive to student needs and
promote deeper learning. Assessment also helps us ensure equitable
outcomes for all students. As students learn in and outside of the
classroom, assessment is a central part of academic majors, minors, and
concentrations; the Core Curriculum; academic affairs; student affairs;
and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives.

MCLA's commitment to continuous improvement necessitates that
student work will be examined as part of program review, accreditation, or
other research projects. In addition, students may be asked to participate
in surveys and focus groups or contribute in some other way to the
assessment process. The college adheres to all laws, ethics, and criteria
for protecting the identity and privacy of students and faculty members.

For more information, please visit mcla.edu/administration/academic-
affairs/assessment (https://www.mcla.edu/administration/academic-
affairs/assessment/). Our Director of Assessment welcomes any
questions, concerns, or comments about assessment at MCLA.
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Integrative Core Curriculum

MCLA's Integrative Core Curriculum prepares students for a diverse
world; for decision-making that leads to academic, professional and
personal success; and for an appreciation of civic responsibility.
Students will be invited into an experiential and integrative education that
challenges them to develop themselves as critical thinkers, researchers,
communicators and problem solvers.

Integrative Core Curriculum Learning
Outcomes

Goal: MCLA's graduates are effective communicators who utilize multiple
forms of expression to participate in our global community.

1. Students choose appropriate form(s) of expression to effectively
communicate with audiences from different backgrounds and
perspectives.

2. Students defend their positions making reference to diverse
perspectives.

Goal: MCLA's graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Students synthesize contrasting/conflicting information and
perspectives to accurately understand problems.

2. Students apply contextually appropriate methods and approaches
when analyzing and solving problems.

3. Students make connections across disciplines and personal
experience when solving problems.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.

1. Students engage in meaningful self-reflection and evaluation of their
own learning and contributions.

Integrative Core Curriculum Requirements

Code Title

Integrative Foundational Level
Critical Reading, Thinking, Writing 3
Health and Wellness 3
Quantitative Reasoning 3

Hours

Integrative Content Level
Creative Arts
Language, Culture, and Communication

6
3
Human Heritage 6
Self & Society 6
Science & Technology (Two courses — at least one must have laboratory) 7-8

First Year Seminar (One Integrative Content course will also fulfill Freshman
Seminar requirement.)

Integrative Capstone Seminar 3

Total Hours 40-41

Integrative Foundational Level

Code

Critical Reasoning, Thinking, Writing
ENGL 150

Health and Wellness
CCHW 110
HLTH 201

Title Hours

College Writing Il

Topics in Health and Wellness

Exercise Science
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PHED 215 Lifetime Wellness
Quantitative Reasoning
MATH 102 Mathematics for Liberal Arts
MATH 150 Precalculus
MATH 220 Calculus |
MATH 232 Introduction to Statistics
MATH 232H Honors: Introduction to Statistics
MATH 270 Statistics and Data Analysis

Critical Reasoning, Thinking and Writing Learning
Outcomes

Courses designated as Critical Reasoning, Thinking and Writing will meet
one or more of the overall Interactive Core Curriculum Student Learning
Outcome Goals as noted below.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are effective communicators who utilize multiple
forms of expression to participate in our global community.

1. Write in multiple genres using appropriate structure, paragraphing,
tone, style, and grammar to respond to a variety of audiences and
rhetorical situations.

2. Revise and edit written communication across multiple drafts.

Goal: MCLA'S graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Ethically integrate information from credible sources to answer a
research question or construct a problem statement.

2. Research, evaluate, synthesize, critique, and add their own ideas to
published sources.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.

1. Comprehend a diversity of texts written for different audiences and
purposes

Health and Wellness Learning Outcomes

Courses designated as Health and Wellness will meet one or more of the
overall Integrative Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcome Goals as
noted below.

Goal: MCLA'S graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Explain how their behaviors and choices intersect with societal
factors that contribute to wellness

2. Engage in research and critical evaluation of wellness practices,
contexts, and impacts

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.

1. Engage in wellness activities incorporating physical activity and
mental health

2. Reflect on their own health behaviors and develop a strategy for
applying healthy behaviors across their lifespan

3. Place defined aspects of wellness in the context of global and
societal issues and concerns

Quantitative Reasoning Learning Outcomes

Courses designated as Quantitative Reasoning will meet one or more of
the overall Integrative Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcome Goals
in all specified ways enumerated below.
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Goal: MCLA's graduates are effective communicators who utilize multiple
forms of expression to participate in our global community.

1. Explain information presented in mathematical forms (equations,
graphs, diagrams, tables, and words).

2. Convert relevant information into various mathematical forms
(equations, graphs, diagrams, tables, and words).

3. Employ an effective format to present quantitative information and
contextualized explanations.

Goal: MCLA'S graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Draw appropriate conclusions based on their calculations and
analysis of quantitative data.

Integrative Content Level

Language, Culture, and Communication

All students must complete a foreign/modern language course at the
102-level (second semester elementary level) or demonstrate proficiency
at or above the second semester elementary level (e.g., through an
assessment process).

Entering students who have passed, with at least a C average, the
equivalent of a fourth year level of a foreign/modern language are waived
from MCLA's Language, Culture, and Communication Requirement.

Entering students who have not met the 4th year level of the same
foreign/modern language, will take a Modern Language Placement Test
and be placed accordingly. Alternatively, students could elect to begin
study of a new language at the first-semester elementary level (101)
and subsequently complete the second semester elementary level (102)
course in the same language.

Courses designated as Language, Culture and Communication will meet
one or more of the overall Integrative Core Curriculum Student Learning
Outcome Goals as noted below.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are effective communicators who utilize multiple
forms of expression to participate in our global community.

1. Negotiate understandings across linguistic and cultural differences,
using insight into how language shapes and is shaped by cultural
production, perspectives, and practices.

2. Communicate effectively by applying verbal and non-verbal linguistic
processes appropriately according to situation and context.

Goal: MCLA's graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Draw comparisons with one's own linguistic and cultural processes to
examine the nature of the intersection between language (other than
English) and culture.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.

1. Analyze the diverse perspectives expressed through a language
(other than English) and its culture(s) to enhance critical thinking and
problem solving.

Code Title
Courses Fulfilling Language, Culture, and Communication Requirement
ITAL 102

Hours

Elementary Italian Il

MODL 102 Special Topics in Modern Language

SPAN 102 Elementary Spanish Il

SPAN 203 Spanish for Health Care Professionals
Creative Arts

Courses designated as Creative Arts will meet one or more of the overall
Integrative Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcome Goals as noted
below.

Goal: MCLA'S graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Articulate the significance of the creative arts, artistic expression and
experience in today's world

2. Describe techniques, processes and concepts that creative artists
use in their work

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.

1. Discuss personal encounters with the creative arts within broader
historical and cultural contexts

Code Title Hours
Courses Fulfilling Creative Arts Requirement
CCCA110 Topics in Creative Arts
CCCA 202 The Good Earth: The Theme of Agrarianism
CCCA 207 Children's Literature: A Lively Art
CCCA 210 Writing Home
Departmental Courses Fulfilling Creative Arts Requirement
AMGT 130 Introduction to Arts Management
ANTH 210 Visual Anthropology
ART 201 Studio: Art & Society
ARTH 117 Introduction to Art History
ARTH 217 Contemporary Art
DANC 100 Introduction to Dance
ENGL 151 Fundamentals of Literary Studies I: Reading and
Imagination
ENGL 151H Honors: Fundamentals of Literary Studies |: Reading and
Imagination
ENGL 153 Introduction to Visual Culture
ENGL 153H Honors: Introduction to Visual Culture
ENGL 202 Writing Identities
ENGL 208 Experiments in Creative Writing
ENGL 210 Essentials of Film
ENGL 270 Literary Genre
MUSI 100 Introduction to Music
MUSI 253 World Music
THEA 120 Introduction to Acting
THEA 200 Introduction to Theatre
PHIL 120 Art and Philosophy
PHIL 120H Honors: Art and Philosophy

Human Heritage
Courses designated as Human Heritage will meet one or more of the
overall Integrative Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcome Goals as
noted below.

Goal: MCLA'S graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.



. Conduct research using both primary and secondary sources
. Apply critical approaches to source material
. Apply comparative approaches to source material

A WO N =

. Draw valid conclusions from documentary evidence from a specific
historical frame and evaluate the significance of such conclusions.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.

1. Evaluate the significance of historical events, ideas, or circumstances
within their own and contemporary contexts

Code Title Hours
Courses Fulfilling Human Heritage Requirement
CCHH 110 Topics in Human Heritage
CCHH 201 The Bible as Literature
CCHH 223 The Great Depression
CCHH 230 Introduction to Latinx Studies
Departmental Courses Fulfilling Human Heritage Requirement
HIST 104 Modern World Civilization
HIST 113 United States History to 1877
HIST 114 United States History after 1877
HIST 125 World Regional Geography
HIST 125H Honors: World Regional Geography
HIST 220 Reformers, Rebels, Revolutionaries in East Asia
HIST 230 War, Science, and Society
HIST 240 Reacting to the Past
HIST 250 Museums, Monuments & Memory
HIST 260 Superheroes and American Society
HONR 100 The Nature of Human Nature
IDST 150 Introduction to Cross-Cultural & Social Justice Studies
IDST 150H Honors: Introduction to Cross-Cultural and Social Justice
IDST 205 Youth Social Movements
IDST 252 Introduction to American Ethnic Studies
PHIL 100 A First Course in Philosophy
PHIL 200 Logic and Critical Reasoning
PHIL 200H Honors: Logic and Critical Reasoning
SOCI 210 Families
Self and Society

Courses designated as Self & Society will meet one or more of the overall
Integrative Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcome Goals as noted
below.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are effective communicators who utilize multiple
forms of expression to participate in our global community.

1. Communicate ideas using a format and language inclusive of
multiple audiences and perspectives

Goal: MCLA'S graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Demonstrate understanding of the complexity of elements
important to identity in relation to culture, history, values, politics,
communication styles, economy, beliefs, or practices.

2. Analyze significant social issues using multiple perspectives,
theories, and methods.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.
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1. Critically reflect on and explain their own values, beliefs, and
experiences as they relate to the topic of the course.

Code Title Hours
Courses Fulfilling Self and Society Requirement
CCSS 110 Topics in Self and Society
CCSS 260 Schools, the Law and Society
CCSS 269 Education and Society
Departmental Courses Fulfilling Self and Society Requirement
ANTH 130 Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology
ANTH 130H Honors: Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology
ANTH 240 Peoples of the World
BADM 100 Explorations in Business
BADM 101 Adulting 101: Managing Life and Money
COMM 204 Media Self-lIdentity & Society
COMM 231 The Power of Words
ECON 141 Macroeconomics
ENGL 216 Coming of Age in Literature and Film
HLTH 150 Introduction to Community and Public Health
HLTH 150H Honors: Introduction to Community and Public Health
HLTH 200 Health Promotion and Planning
HLTH 210 Human Growth and Development
HLTH 210H Honors: Human Growth and Development
IDST 250 Introduction to Interdisciplinary Studies
IDST 251 Introduction to Urban Studies
IDST 25TH Honors: Introduction to Urban Studies
POSC 201 United States Government
POSC 202 Comparative Government
PSYC 100 Introduction to Psychology
PSYC 230 Social Psychology
SOCI 100 Introduction to Sociology
SOCI 201 Social Problems
SOCI 20TH Honors: Social Problems
SOCI 282 Social Constructions of Deviance
SOWK 100 Introduction to Social Work
WGSS 201 Introduction to Women Gender and Sexuality Studies

Science and Technology

Courses designated as Science and Technology will meet one or more of
the overall Integrative Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcome Goals
as noted below.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are effective communicators who utilize multiple
forms of expression to participate in our global community.

1. Communicate scientific findings and their importance to a variety of
audiences.

2. Interpret and generate graphs from scientific data.

Goal: MCLA'S graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Apply scientific practices and technology to test a hypothesis,
answer a question, or solve problems.

2. Apply knowledge of natural science content to broader frameworks

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.
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1. Evaluate the reliability of the sources of scientific media in making
informed decisions.

Code Title Hours
Courses Fulfilling Science and Technology Requirement

CCST 101 Topics in Physical Science

CCST 102 A Case Study Approach to Science

CCST 106 The Physics of Superheroes

CCST 107 Forensic Science

CCST 110 Topics in Physical Science with Laboratory

CCST 111 Topics in Life Science

CCST 112 Topics in Life Science with Lab

CCST 230 Energy and the Environment

Departmental Courses Fulfilling Science & Technology Requirement

BIOL 100 Concepts in Biology

BIOL 102 Nutrition for Healthy Living with Lab

BIOL 103 Nutrition for Healthy Living

BIOL 105 Human Biology

BIOL 150 Introduction to Biology I: Cells

CHEM 150 Introduction to Chemistry |

CHEM 152 Introduction to Chemistry Il

ENVI 150 Introduction to Environmental Systems

ENVI 150H Honors: Introduction to Environmental Systems

ENVI 225 Nature of New England

ENVI 226 Nature of New England

ERTH 152 Introduction to Physical Geology

PHYS 120 Introduction to Engineering

PHYS 131 General Physics |

PHYS 132 General Physics Il

PHYS 140 Astronomy

PHYS 151 Introduction to Mechanics

PHYS 251 Introduction to Electricity & Magnetism
First Year Seminar

First Year Seminar (FSEM) courses will consist of Creative Arts, Human
Heritage, Self & Society, Science and Technology, or Language, Culture,
and Communication courses. Sections taught as FSEM will carry the
special designation on the schedule.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.

1. Reflect on the connections between their curricular, co-curricular, and
event-based learning.

2. Demonstrate proficiency in college-level academic skills.

3. Develop knowledge of campus learning and support resources.

4. Engage in extracurricular community-building activities with their
peers and professor.

5. Demonstrate proficiency in life-management skills.

6. Reflect on the ways that their life experiences and identities shape
their academic experiences.

NOTE: Students with a minimum of 12 credits of earned transfer
coursework will not be required to complete the FSEM Core Curriculum
Requirement. The 12 credits must be transfer college courses and
cannot include: Advanced Placement, CLEPR, International Baccalaureate,
early enrollment, dual enrollment, or similar coursework. The 12 credit
minimum aligns with Admissions definition of a transfer student.

Integrative Capstone Seminar

Courses designated as Capstone will meet all of the overall Integrative
Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcome Goals as noted in all
specified ways enumerated below.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are effective communicators who utilize multiple
forms of expression to participate in our global community.

1. Communicate effectively in different contexts, making clear the
interdependence of language, thought, and expression.

2. Locate and use high quality, credible, relevant sources from diverse
perspectives to appropriately defend positions.

Goal: MCLA'S graduates engage in analytical inquiry to address complex
problems.

1. Synthesize information to construct a clear and insightful problem
statement.

2. Apply the most appropriate approach(es) to solve problems.

3. Draw conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from
more than one field of study or perspective.

Goal: MCLA's graduates are active, engaged, and ethical individuals.

1. Make explicit connections to previous learning and apply their
knowledge and skills to demonstrate comprehension and
performance in novel situations.

2. Reflect on their contributions to their communities.

3. Reflect on the complexity of their own and others' identities in
relation to the course topic or problem.

Code Title Hours
Courses Fulfilling Integrative Capstone Requirement
CCAP 300 Capstone Seminar:
CCAP 301 The Creative Economy of the Berkshires
CCAP 302 Communicating Across Cultures
CCAP 303 Economics of Poverty and Discrimination
CCAP 304 Changing North American Landscapes
CCAP 305 Representations of Nature
CCAP 306 Writing Lives
Quantitative Reasoning
MATH 102 Mathematics for Liberal Arts 3cr

Presents mathematics topics designed to promote mathematical
problem solving, reasoning, decision making and communication.
Students will develop an understanding of the nature, purposes and
accomplishments of mathematics. Topics selected from elementary
set theory, logic, number theory, graph theory, voting theory, functions,
difference equations and geometry.

Attributes: Quantitative Reasoning (CMA)

MATH 150 Precalculus 3ecr
Introduces topics necessary for the study of calculus. A detailed study

of algebraic, trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic functions and
equations, and their applications to modeling real world problems. Topics
are considered from analytical, graphical and numerical points of view.
Prerequisite: Placement based on SAT scores and high school
background

Attributes: Quantitative Reasoning (CMA)



MATH 220 Calculus | 3ecr
Examines limits, continuity, the derivative, differentiation of elementary
functions, applications of the derivative and an introduction to the
antiderivative. The first of a four-part sequence.

Prerequisite: MATH 150, placement based on SAT and high school
background or department approval

Attributes: Quantitative Reasoning (CMA)

MATH 232 Introduction to Statistics

Examines descriptive statistics, probability, sampling theory and
inferential statistics. Mathematics majors cannot use this course for
credit towards their major.

Attributes: Quantitative Reasoning (CMA)

3cr

MATH 232H Honors: Introduction to Statistics

Examines descriptive statistics, probability, sampling theory and
inferential statistics. Mathematics majors cannot use this course for
credit towards their major.

Attributes: Quantitative Reasoning (CMA), Honors Program (HONR)

MATH 270 Statistics and Data Analysis

Examines descriptive statistics, probability, discrete and continuous
random variables, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, analysis
of variance, regression and correlation. Includes normal distribution, t-
distribution, chi square distribution. Required computer programming
laboratory.

Corequisite: MATH 270L

Attributes: Quantitative Reasoning (CMA)

Critical Reading, Thinking, Writing

ENGL 150 College Writing Il 3cr
Emphasizes college-level writing, reading, research and revision practices
necessary for 21st century academic and civic engagement. Teaches
students to use a variety of genres, rhetorical techniques, and sources of
evidence to reach academic and civic audiences.

Prerequisite: ENGL 100

Attributes: Critical Reading, Thinking, Writing (CWR)

Health and Wellness

CCHW 110 Topics in Health and Wellness 3cr
Examines fundamental topics in health and wellness. Students will learn
how their behavior choices contribute to wellness, critically evaluate their
own wellness practices, and develop strategies for healthy behaviors.
Students will engage in wellness activities that incorporate exercise and
mental health, and define wellness in the context of global and societal
issues.

Attributes: Core Health and Wellness (CHW)

HLTH 201 Exercise Science 3cr
Facilitates an understanding of exercise based on the principles related

to training basics, energy systems, muscular fitness and biomechanics.
Students will learn to develop training programs for better physical
performance and health.

Attributes: Core Health and Wellness (CHW)

PHED 215 Lifetime Wellness

Helps students develop a set of health behaviors that constitute what
is generally considered to be a high energy lifestyle. These behaviors
stress responsibility for one's health. Areas covered are physical fitness,
nutrition and weight control, stress management, substance abuse,
sexually transmitted disease and chronic disease.

Attributes: Core Health and Wellness (CHW)

3cr

4 cr

3ecr
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Creative Arts

AMGT 130 Introduction to Arts Management

Introduces the historical development of arts management through

a survey of patronage, artist/manager, nonprofit and commercial
management systems. Lectures and readings will concentrate on the
major areas of interest for marketing and fiscal management of individual
and collective artists.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ANTH 210 Visual Anthropology

Draws upon themes in visual anthropology and visual studies to study
the nature of images. Examines how images are produced and circulated,
how they acquire distinct meanings within different cultures, and how
they relate to human experience, affects, culture, and violence.
Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA), Cross-Cultural and Social Justice
(ccsJ)

ART 201 Studio: Art & Society

Focuses on potential impacts of visual arts in both societal and
personalized contexts through the introduction and understanding
of basic drawing techniques, first-hand art experiences, research and
writing. Students will be required to explore image-making, as well
as writing, to express original ideas and to enhance critical thought,
observation, and analysis of existing artwork, explaining and discussing
the contexts in which an artwork was made and is viewed. Intended for
non-art majors.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ARTH 117 Introduction to Art History 3cr
Introduces art, architecture, and sculpture from prehistory to the present.
Focuses on the art of the West with additional discussion of non-Western
cultures. Examines major works and artists within their historical, social,
and political contexts while tracing principle art movements. Also
explores materials and techniques of art making. Course may include
field trips to local museums.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ARTH 217 Contemporary Art 3ecr
Introduces contemporary art. Presents major artists in cultural, historical,
and political contexts. Topics may include the changing nature of the
avant-garde, the roles of the critic and the economic market, new forms

of art making, and the expanding conceptions of creative self-expression,
particularly with regards to gender identity and race. Course may include
field trips to MASS MoCA and other local sites of contemporary art.
Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

CCCA 110 Topics in Creative Arts

Examines fundamental concepts regarding the relationship of the
individual to the creative arts. Topics will vary by semester and be
identified by subtitle.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

CCCA 202 The Good Earth: The Theme of Agrarianism

Studies agrarian themes and their importance by surveying literature,
music, paintings, and photography. Focuses on artistic perceptions of the
earth and human relationships to it. Explores agrarian traditions, values
and beliefs. Includes a study of agrarian social, political and economic
issues.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA), Environmental Studies (ENVI)

3ecr

3cr

3cr

3cr

3ecr
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CCCA 207 Children's Literature: A Lively Art 3cr
Develops a critical understanding of the verbal and visual art of children's
literature. Reflects major stories of world art and literature through

two centuries of English language publications. Includes novels, short
stories (including folk tales) and picture books. Readings will be placed in
historical, cultural and literary contexts, with emphasis on techniques of
writing and publishing, as well as pedagogical philosophies.

Attributes: Child & Family Studies Minor (C&FS), Core Creative Arts

(ccA)

CCCA 210 Writing Home

Explores the concept of "home" both locally and globally by analyzing
how diverse writers and creators use language, image, and form to
construct space, place and cultural identity. Drawing from this critical
exploration, students will create texts of their own that employ the
creative and analytical skills they've learned. Through the process of
"writing home" and sharing their lived experiences with peers, students
will begin to create a sense of "home” at MCLA.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

DANC 100 Introduction to Dance 3er
Introduces students to the basics of ballet and modern dance technique,
as well as offer an overview of the history of those genres.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

3ecr

ENGL 151 Fundamentals of Literary Studies I: Reading and

Imagination 3ecr
Introduces students to the imaginative potentials of reading as a practice
that transforms our understanding of the world. Students will learn the
fundamental skills associated with the study of literature across multiple
genres and from various cultural traditions, with attention paid to how the
close reading of a text informs the creative act of interpretation.
Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ENGL 151H Honors: Fundamentals of Literary Studies I: Reading and
Imagination 3ecr
Introduces students to the imaginative potentials of reading as a practice
that transforms our understanding of the world. Students will learn the
fundamental skills associated with the study of literature across multiple
genres and from various cultural traditions, with attention paid to how the
close reading of a text informs the creative act of interpretation.
Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA), Honors Program (HONR)

ENGL 153 Introduction to Visual Culture

Explores how our encounters with images profoundly impact our
experiences of the world. Through an examination of diverse modes of
visual expression, this course introduces students to key concepts of
visual culture, including the social dynamics of representation, power
structures of looking, and phenomena of spectacle.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

3ecr

ENGL 153H Honors: Introduction to Visual Culture 3ecr
Explores how our encounters with images profoundly impact our
experiences of the world. Through an examination of diverse modes of
visual expression, this course introduces students to key concepts of
visual culture, including the social dynamics of representation, power
structures of looking, and phenomena of spectacle.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA), Honors Program (HONR)

ENGL 202 Writing Identities

Explores in theory and practice how writers critically and creatively
illuminate questions of identity and power through the lens of personal
experience. By engaging with personal essays written by a diversity

of authors, students will discover voices they've never encountered,

or that they never knew they had, opening up space for rhetorical
engagement across difference. Students will leave the course with a
critical understanding of who they are as writers and audience members.
Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

3ecr

ENGL 208 Experiments in Creative Writing 3er
Introduces students to a range of creative writing techniques and
practices inspired by various literary movements and contemporary
writers from a wide array of cultural backgrounds. Working across
multiple genres (fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry) our goal is not

to perfect stable pieces but to expand the possibilities for writing, by
experimenting with formal conditions, styles and language games.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ENGL 210 Essentials of Film

Focuses on film interpretation by emphasizing elements such as light,
sound, composition, camera movement, acting, and direction. Initiates
students into developments in film history, film genre and film theory.
Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ENGL 270 Literary Genre

Examines the question of how an author's choice of a single literary
mode, genre, or type affects the meanings of a text. May focus on plays,
short stories, song lyrics, comedy, romance, novels, myths, or other
genres. The specific genre to be examined will vary and will be identified
by subtitle.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

MUSI 100 Introduction to Music 3ecr
Provides a general historical survey of music and introduces basic music
vocabulary. The objective of the course is to help students become
conversant in the styles and genres of music.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

MUSI 253 World Music 3ecr
Compares world music and the study of music in the context of culture.
Introduces students to the field of ethnomusicology and explores the folk
and classical music of Asia, the Balkans, the Americans, and the wealth
of ethnic culture in the North Adams area.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

PHIL 120 Art and Philosophy

Adopts a philosophical approach to the experience, understanding
and critical assessment of the products and processes of the creative
arts. Our inquiries will center on two traditional questions of aesthetic
theory: What is art? What is art's special value? This course will be more
theoretical than hands-on, though direct, continued experience in the
various creative arts will be encouraged and figure prominently in most
discussions and assignments.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

PHIL 120H Honors: Art and Philosophy

Adopts a philosophical approach to the experience, understanding
and critical assessment of the products and processes of the creative
arts. Our inquiries will center on two traditional questions of aesthetic
theory. What is art? What is art's special value? This course will be more
theoretical than hands-on, though direct, continued experience in the
various creative arts will be encouraged and figure prominently in most
discussions and assignments.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA), Honors Program (HONR)

3cr

3cr

3cr

3cr



THEA 120 Introduction to Acting 3er
Introduces the basic concepts, theories, and methodologies of the
practice and history of acting. Explores socio-cultural perspectives and
key pioneering practitioners from across the globe. Includes hands on
exploration of an actor's creative development, as well as an exploration
of the different ways actors work. For anyone interested in the craft of
acting.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

THEA 200 Introduction to Theatre

Surveys historical development of world theatre emphasizing western
dramatic tradition. Introduces a broad range of theatrical literature and
theory within its historical context. Includes class discussions and
writing assignments, as well as viewing of live theatre, panel discussions,
and critical response sessions.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

Human Heritage

CCHH 110 Topics in Human Heritage

Examines fundamental concepts regarding the relationship of the
individual to humanity's shared heritage. Topics will vary by semester and
be identified by subtitle.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

CCHH 201 The Bible as Literature

Examines selected biblical texts as pieces of literature. Includes
traditional literary analysis of form, style, and structure, in addition to
historical, political, and theoretical analysis of this multi-authored and
chronologically divergent text.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

CCHH 223 The Great Depression

Examines the historical, sociological, philosophical, literary and other

aspects of the great American depression of the 1930s. Examines the
cause and effect of change and persistence during a time of national

crisis. Readings are first-hand accounts, documentaries, narratives and
explanatory fiction.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

3cr

3cr

3cr

3ecr

CCHH 230 Introduction to Latinx Studies 3ecr
Examines the United States, and the histories, cultures, and experiences
of Americans of Latin American ancestry. Latinx studies is an
interdisciplinary academic field that explores the politics, health,
representation, and practices of people from Latin American and
Caribbean heritage living in the United States. Latinx studies offers a lens
through which we can better understand connections between diverse
Latinx groups as well as the differences that may come between them.
Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Human
Heritage (CHH), Women Gender Sexuality Studies (WMST)

ENGL 265 Literary Theme

Utilizes both primary and secondary literary and historical sources
to explore ways in which a selected theme continually reappears
in literature. Texts are examined, interpreted and evaluated within
historical contexts; critical and comparative approaches are used to draw
conclusions regarding content and context. The specific theme to be
examined will vary and will be identified by subtitle.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

3cr
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HIST 104 Modern World Civilization 3ecr
Provides an introductory historical survey of the major events, ideas and
people which have shaped world civilizations since 1500, the beginning

of the modern era of history. Takes a comparative, interdisciplinary, and
non-Eurocentric approach to historical analysis emphasizing diversity
and global awareness.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

HIST 113 United States History to 1877

Focuses on the development of American political, economic, social,
philosophical, and cultural values and institutions from Colonial
beginnings up to 1877. Sufficient emphasis will be placed on the
Massachusetts and Federal Constitutions to meet the state requirement.
Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

HIST 114 United States History after 1877

Focuses on the development of American political, economic, social,
philosophical, and cultural values and institutions from 1877 to the
present. Sufficient emphasis will be placed on the Massachusetts and
Federal Constitutions to meet the state requirement.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

HIST 125 World Regional Geography 3cr
Introduces theories, terms and past and contemporary topics in human
geography, including how cultures are born and change, how groups

of people organize themselves and their activities both spatially and
politically, how patterns of activities emerge and change across time

and space, and how we interact with our environments. Students in this
course will explore demographic, economic, and social trends and issues
across the globe in their geographic and historical context.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

HIST 125H Honors: World Regional Geography 3cr
Introduces theories, terms and past and contemporary topics in human
geography, including how cultures are born and change, how groups

of people organize themselves and their activities both spatially and
politically, how patterns of activities emerge and change across time

and space, and how we interact with our environments. Students in this
course will explore demographic, economic, and social trends and issues
across the globe in their geographic and historical context.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH), Honors Program (HONR)

3ecr

3cr

HIST 220 Reformers, Rebels, Revolutionaries in East Asia 3cr
Using a "lives and times" approach, this course will introduce to students
some men and women whose lives reflect major social, cultural, political
and economic developments in the modern history of East Asia (China,
Japan, Korea, and Vietnam). These individuals were uniquely positioned
to influence history when their society experienced profound transition
and transformation through imperialism, industrialization, wars, and
social conflicts.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

HIST 230 War, Science, and Society

Using a variety of case studies from European and world history, this
course concentrates on increasing students’ understanding of how
conflict and scientific innovation have combined to change societies.
Students will research and analyze a broad range of source materials
to develop their ability to construct arguments and interpretations and
express them logically and persuasively in speech and writing. Possible
topics include atomic energy, medicine, transportation, and weaponry.
Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

3cr
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HIST 240 Reacting to the Past

Explores selected periods in American history using elaborate, role
playing historical games based in the American past. This course seeks
to draw students into engaging the past, developing their understanding
and analysis of historical sources, and improving skills in speaking,
writing, and leadership. The games covered in the course will vary from
semester to semester.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

3ecr

HIST 250 Museums, Monuments & Memory 3cr
Explores the ways that we remember the past. Students will engage

with artifacts, museums, public symbols like monuments, and events
meaningful to their own histories. They will work with local organizations
to learn new methods of preserving history and presenting it to public
audiences. Using a variety of case studies, this collaborative course will
confront debates about the politics of history and explore how diverse
audiences interact with history and historical memory.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

HIST 260 Superheroes and American Society 3cr
Explores the history of superheroes and how comic books have helped to
reflect and shape American society and popular culture since the 1930s.
This course draws on the vast collection of comic book superheroes from
Marvel Comics as well as readings from scholarly articles, books, and
other resources.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

HONR 100 The Nature of Human Nature

Explores the problematic notion of human nature employing the
open-ended question-asking and interdisciplinary discussion which
characterizes the Honors Program. The course ranges widely over
philosophical, psychological, literary and anthropological texts, as
well as works of art, which propose competing definitions for human
nature. Students are asked first to understand and then to criticize each
perspective in turn and finally to formulate their own understanding of
human nature.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH), Honors Program (HONR)

3ecr

IDST 150 Introduction to Cross-Cultural & Social Justice Studies 3er
Opens up a perspective on culture diversity in local and global contexts.
Takes an interdisciplinary approach to consider how historically

shaped intersections of race, class, gender, and ethnicity inform the
contemporary and past experiences of individuals and groups in society.
Considers social justice and (in)equality by studying themes such as
racism; classism; migration; globalization and labor rights; human
trafficking; Islamophobia; and environmental justice.

Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Human
Heritage (CHH)

IDST 150H Honors: Introduction to Cross-Cultural and Social Justice 3 cr
Opens up a perspective on cultural diversity in local and global contexts.
Takes an interdisciplinary approach to consider how historically

shaped intersections of race, class, gender, and ethnicity inform the
contemporary and post experiences of individuals and groups in society.
Considers social justice and (in)equality by studying themes such as
racism; classism; migration; globalization and labor rights; human
trafficking; Islamophobia; and environmental justice.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH), Honors Program (HONR)

IDST 205 Youth Social Movements

Studies youth-lead social movements from around the world as we
develop essential skills for college success. Discusses social movements
and social justice as well as examples of social movements like Black
Lives Matter; H.1.J.0.s, UndocuQueer, 1960's Civil Rights movements and
organizing on college campuses more generally. Topics that are difficult
to talk about, like race, class, gender, sexuality, racism, and systemic
injustice will be discussed.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

3cr

IDST 252 Introduction to American Ethnic Studies 3cr
Applies interdisciplinary critical race and ethnic studies approaches to
investigate how society is culturally and institutionally constituted by
ideas like race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, class, and nation.

Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Human
Heritage (CHH)

PHIL 100 A First Course in Philosophy

Engages students in the critical investigation and reflective analysis
of such fundamental philosophical questions as freedom and moral
responsibility, the nature of being and knowledge, the existence of
God and the problem of evil, and individual rights and social justice.
Emphasizes the relevance that philosophy has to contemporary problems
and encourages students to think, read, write, and speak critically and
thoughtfully.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

3cr

PHIL 200 Logic and Critical Reasoning 3ecr
Examines and applies the principles of cogent, sound or critical reasoning
and writing, leading to a deeper understanding of language and of the use
of logical argumentation. Considers, in the context of real life arguments
and claims, (in the rhetoric of philosophy, history and other disciplines)
formal and informal principles of clear and systematic thinking and
writing.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH)

PHIL 200H Honors: Logic and Critical Reasoning 3ecr
Examines and applies principles of cogent, sound or critical reasoning
and writing, leading to a deeper understanding of language and of the use
of logical argumentation. Considers, in the context of real-life arguments
and claims (in the rhetoric of philosophy, history, and other disciplines)
formal and informal principles of clear and systematic thinking and
writing.

Attributes: Core Human Heritage (CHH), Honors Program (HONR)

SOCI 210 Families

Explores contemporary American families (the forms they take, the
functions they serve, the problems they face) within the context of
families of other historical time periods, and other cultures. Presents an
interdisciplinary examination of topics such as: gender roles, marriage,
divorce and blended families, nonmarital lifestyles, parenting, family
policy and technology's impact on family life.

Attributes: Child & Family Studies Minor (C&FS), Core Human Heritage
(CHH), Women Gender Sexuality Studies (WMST)

Language, Culture, and Communication

ITAL 102 Elementary Italian I 3cr
This course is a continuation of Italian 101. Speaking, listening, reading
and writing skills are emphasized. Conducted in ltalian.

Prerequisite: ITAL 101

Attributes: Language Arts (CLA)

3cr



MODL 102 Special Topics in Modern Language 3ecr
Examines fundamental concepts regarding the relationship of the
individual to language and culture. Topics will vary by semester and be
identified by subtitle.

Attributes: Language Arts (CLA)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

SPAN 102 Elementary Spanish Il 3cr
Reviews first-semester Spanish and continues the comprehension and
oral communication begun in Spanish 101. Intended for those who have
already experienced a basic Spanish course. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite: SPAN 101 or equivalent

Attributes: Language Arts (CLA)

SPAN 203 Spanish for Health Care Professionals

Designed for students seeking to work in the health professions.
Students will learn the basic tools to communicate in Spanish in a
medical setting. Through communicative practice, students will learn
how to ask about pain, symptoms, medical histories, insurance, and
patients’ feelings. In addition, this course will help students to gain oral
fluency and listening comprehension and also awareness about Spanish-
speaking people’s cultural perspectives around issues of health and
illness.

Prerequisite: SPAN 101

Attributes: Language Arts (CLA)

Self & Society

ANTH 130 Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology 3ecr
Introduces students to the basic concepts, theories and methodologies
of sociocultural anthropology. Creates an awareness of the wide
spectrum of cultural variation throughout the world. Demonstrates

that through the study of anthropology, we may not only gain an
understanding of "exotic” cultures but also of our own sociocultural
experience.

Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Self & Society
(cSS)

3cr

ANTH 130H Honors: Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology 3cr
Introduces students to the basic concepts, theories, and methodologies
of sociocultural anthropology. Creates an awareness of the wide
spectrum of cultural variation throughout the world. Demonstrates

that through the study of anthropology, we may not only gain an
understanding of "exotic” cultures, but also of our own sociocultural
experience.

Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Self & Society
(CSS), Honors Program (HONR)

ANTH 240 Peoples of the World

Exposes students to the concepts and methods of sociocultural
anthropology through the examination of several cultural groups around
the world. Delves into several important topics within anthropology
such as economic systems, indigenous peoples, migration, and health.
Introduces and practices basic anthropological methods.

Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Self & Society
(CSS), Women Gender Sexuality Studies (WMST)

3cr
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BADM 100 Explorations in Business 3ecr
Introduces students to the basic functions and terminology of business.
Topics include management of human and financial resources,
production and marketing of goods and services, and legal and ethical
issues in decision-making. Provides students with basic competencies

in business communications, creativity, and illustrates both successful/
unsuccessful decision-making.

Prerequisite: Open to all except junior/senior Business Administration
majors

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

BADM 101 Adulting 101: Managing Life and Money

Develops students’ understanding and skills around transitioning to
college, money management, budgeting, realizing financial goals, credit,
and financial vehicles. Students will also use a variety of tools and
resources to better manage their time, adjust to being the primary
decision-maker in their life, create a budget, manage their profile, evaluate
college assistance packages, and comparing financial alternatives.
Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

CCSS 110 Topics in Self and Society

Examines fundamental concepts regarding the relationship of the
individual to society at large. Topics will vary by semester and be
identified by subtitle.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

CCSS 260 Schools, the Law and Society 3cr
Enables students to explore legislation and judicial decisions affecting
school policies. Covers separation of church and state, controversial
curricula and rights and responsibilities of students and teachers.
Compares America with other cultures regarding equal access to
education.

Prerequisite: 100-level Self & Society course

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

CCSS 269 Education and Society

Studies the role of education as an institution in our society, the world
and their lives. Through the use of a wide variety of sources, students will
become aware of the people and the historical events that played a role in
the development of educational practices and issues, and will be able to
compare the myths to the realities of this major institution.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

COMM 204 Media Self-1dentity & Society 3cr
Introduces the concept of self-identity, examining it within the contexts

of gender, sexuality, health, and ethnicity across media and society. Using
interdisciplinary approaches, this cultural studies course focuses upon
themes and theories that explore identity through analyzing meanings in
media and social/cultural texts. It questions how these develop across
history and questions identity in everyday common sense discourse and
its relationships to media and society at local and global levels.
Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

COMM 231 The Power of Words

Explores the way words, symbols, and communication shape thought,
behavior, society, and culture. Examines the origins of spoken and written
language and the multiple ways that meanings are derived, ranging from
the basic sounds we make to the sociolinguistic categories we create to
define ourselves and others. Students learn how to frame arguments and
persuade others, and how to use communication to better understand,
analyze, and empathize with each other and with our world.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

3cr

3cr

3cr

3ecr
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ECON 141 Macroeconomics 3cr
Examines the organization of American economic systems, with
comparisons to those of other countries. Emphasis is on the problems

of unemployment, inflation, budget deficits and the possible fiscal

and monetary policies used to correct them. The course studies such
aggregate economic variables as consumption, investment, government
expenditures, and taxes.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

ENGL 216 Coming of Age in Literature and Film 3ecr
Investigates the space between characters' identities through close work
with film and literature by way of course discussions, group activities, and
a range of writing projects. We will focus on texts from the 20th and 21st
centuries across cultures to consider why the genre remains in such wide
circulation in today's society.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

HLTH 150 Introduction to Community and Public Health
Introduces the fields of Public Health, Health Education and Health
Promotion. Topics will include the history of public health, health status,
health care philosophy, health and wellness, chronic and infectious
diseases, health-related behavior, health theories and program models.
Students will learn to use library databases and write a review of health-
related literature. A service learning component will allow students to
establish projects and relationships that will benefit the community.
Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

HLTH 150H Honors: Introduction to Community and Public Health
Introduces the fields of Public Health, Health Education and Health
Promotion. Topics will include the history of public health, health status,
health care philosophy, health and wellness, chronic and infectious
diseases, health-related behavior, health theories and program models.
Students will learn to use library databases and write a review of health-
related literature. A service learning component will allow students to
establish projects and relationships that will benefit the community.
Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS), Honors Program (HONR)

HLTH 200 Health Promotion and Planning 3cr
Introduces students to health promotion programs. Students will develop
health education materials and teaching strategies for individuals

and groups across the life span and in a variety of settings. Students

will explore health behavior design theory, health education needs
assessments, instructional strategies, learner characteristics, teaching
materials and aids, learning environments, and evaluation methods.
Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

HLTH 210 Human Growth and Development 3cr
Explores the life cycle from conception to death. Biological, sociological
and psychological perspectives will be examined and applied to everyday
situations and social issues.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

HLTH 210H Honors: Human Growth and Development 3cr
Explores the life cycle from conception to death. Biological, sociological,
and psychological perspectives will be examined and applied to everyday
situations and social issues.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS), Honors Program (HONR)

3ecr

3cr

IDST 250 Introduction to Interdisciplinary Studies 3ecr
Introduces students to the world of Interdisciplinary Studies. Draws

on selected academic disciplines (such as sociology, history, political
science, psychology, and cultural studies) to develop interdisciplinary
frameworks applied to the study of complex issues in society that cannot
be understood or solved through the lens of a single academic discipline.
Course topic is identified by subtitle.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

IDST 251 Introduction to Urban Studies 3cr
Traces cities back to their origins and ends with the present day where
urbanization is happening faster than ever. Following a chronological
order, we will examine how global forces and local communities are
intimately connected. The course draws from various academic
disciplines and introduces students to basic concepts such as density,
zoning, gentrification, and urban renewal. The goal is to help students
become informed thinkers critical or urban designs and suburban
lifestyle.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

IDST 251H Honors: Introduction to Urban Studies 3cr
Traces cities back to their origins and ends with the present day where
urbanization is happening faster than ever. Following a chronological
order, we will examine how global forces and local communities are
intimately connected. The course draws from various academic
disciplines and introduces students to basic concepts such as density,
zoning, gentrification, and urban renewal. The goal is to help students
become informed thinkers critical of urban designs and suburban
lifestyle.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS), Honors Program (HONR)

POSC 201 United States Government

Introduces the major institutions of national and state government
and the discipline of political science. Through interdisciplinary study,
students will develop an understanding of political behavior and the
public policy processes in the United States.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS), Environmental Studies (ENVI)

3cr

POSC 202 Comparative Government 3cr
Provides a comparative introduction to common political problems and
the discipline of political science. Through an interdisciplinary study of
various nation-states, students will develop an understanding of political
behavior, political institutions, and public policy processes.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS), Environmental Studies (ENVI)

PSYC 100 Introduction to Psychology 3cr
Introduces students to the science of psychology, presenting the basic
principles of mental processes and behavior. To introduce the process of
empirical investigation, research participation is required.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

PSYC 230 Social Psychology

Examines human social behavior emphasizing environmental and
situational factors. Theoretical and applied issues are considered within
selected topics. (Psychology majors cannot receive core Self & Society
credit for PSYC 230).

Prerequisite: PSYC 100 or any Self and Society course

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS), Leadership Minor (LDRS)

3cr



SOCI 100 Introduction to Sociology

Introduces the history, major concepts, and methods of sociology.
Examines elements of social organization, sociological analysis of groups
and relationships between major institutions of society. Emphasizes the
idea of the sociological imagination and its application to contemporary
issues.

Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Self & Society
(cSS)

SOCI 201 Social Problems 3er
Studies problems and disorganization in modern industrial society such
as: poverty, racism, sexism, environmental pollution, militarism and family
issues.

Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Self & Society
(CSS)

SOCI 201H Honors: Social Problems 3ecr
Studies problems and disorganization in modern industrial society such
as: poverty, racism, sexism, environmental pollution, militarism, and
family issues.

Attributes: Cross-Cultural and Social Justice (CCSJ), Core Self & Society
(CSS), Honors Program (HONR)

3ecr

SOCI 282 Social Constructions of Deviance 3ecr
Analyzes social definitions of and responses to deviance, as well as
explanations of its causes. Examines drug and alcohol use and abuse,
mental illness, sexual and gender differences, and other issues frequently
considered deviant.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

SOWK 100 Introduction to Social Work

Provides an introduction to the discipline of social work, covering its
history, ethics, and current fields of practice. Social work’s ethical
commitment to issues of privilege and oppression, diversity, and social
justice play a central role in all course material. Emphasis is placed

on the social systems and institutions through which social workers
interact with individuals and communities as well as on how students'’
own identities and life experiences may impact such interactions.
Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS)

WGSS 201 Introduction to Women Gender and Sexuality Studies
Explores the historical, social, political, economic, and cultural forces
that inform sex, gender, and sexuality within the context of feminist
movements. Students learn and engage with concepts and theoretical
perspectives found in the field of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.
Understand the multiple matrices of power that shape the world and our
lived experiences.

Attributes: Core Self & Society (CSS), Women Gender Sexuality Studies
(WMST)

Science & Technology

BIOL 103 Nutrition for Healthy Living 3cr
Introduces the non-major to the importance of diet for present and future
good health. Examines the importance of carbohydrates, fats, proteins,
vitamins and minerals, and their interactions. Explores topics such as
label-reading, popular diets, dietary analysis, and other issues of current
interest in the field of nutrition. Students may take either BIOL 102 (4
credit lab course) or BIOL 103 (3 credit non-lab course) but not both.
Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/o lab (CST)

3cr

3cr
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BIOL 105 Human Biology 3ecr
Provides the non-major with the knowledge about the structure and
function of the human body. Students will develop ability to critically
evaluate a large number of issues in this field, as presented in scientific
publications and the news media. Students will gain a foundation
essential for making knowledgeable decisions regarding quality of life.
Students will be encouraged to share experiences based on their own
culture and gender.

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/o lab (CST)

CCST 101 Topics in Physical Science 3cr
Designed for non-STEM majors, this course will examine fundamental
concepts in physical science. Scientific reasoning, discovery, and
invention provide a context for understanding reality-based applications
of science. Topics will vary by semester and be identified by subtitle.
Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/o lab (CST)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

CCST 102 A Case Study Approach to Science

Introduces students to the use of the scientific method in various
scientific settings. Using the case study method, students will cover a
diverse range of topics which may include such topics as: the effects of
radiation on biological systems, cancer and waste water treatment.
Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/o lab (CST)

CCST 106 The Physics of Superheroes 3cr
Examines superheroes through the lens of modern physics. The student
will use basic physics principles such as mechanics, energy, and

quantum mechanics to model and explain the powers and events in
literature, which consists of comic books, sci-fi novels, and fantasy
novels. This course will develop problem solving skills that are useful in

a variety of real world applications. This course assumes no previous
knowledge of physics and will be useful for science and non-science
majors alike.

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/o lab (CST)

CCST 111 Topics in Life Science

Designed for non-STEM majors, this course will examine fundamental
concepts in the life sciences. Scientific reasoning and discovery provide
a context for understanding reality-based applications of science. Topics
will vary by semester and be identified by subtitle.

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/o lab (CST)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ENVI 226 Nature of New England

Surveys the nature of New England and focuses on the natural history
and identification of representative vertebrate animals of the region. The
first part of the course will introduce the physical setting of New England.
Subsequently, it will cover various communities and ecosystems of the
region, identify the distinguishing vegetation for selected ecosystems,
describe the natural history of those ecosystems, and emphasize the
identity, biology, and ecology of representative vertebrate animals.
Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/o lab (CST), Environmental Studies
(ENVI)

PHYS 140 Astronomy

Looks at historical and modern aspects of astronomy. Topics covered
will include: the Earth-Moon system, our solar system, galaxies, the
observable universe, as well as current research in astronomy, including
quasars, pulsars, black holes, other planetary systems and the search for
extraterrestrial life.

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/o lab (CST)

3ecr

3cr

3cr

3cr
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Science & Technology with a Lab

BIOL 100 Concepts in Biology

Provides the non-major knowledge of basic biological concepts.
Concepts in Biology deals with the development of concepts in the
biological science of life. Among the areas to be studied are evolution,
genetics, and developmental biology: all deal with the fundamental
characteristic of life: its ability to replicate over time.

Corequisite: BIOL 100L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

BIOL 102 Nutrition for Healthy Living with Lab 4cr
Introduces the non-major to the importance of diet for present and future
good health. Examines the importance of carbohydrates, fats, proteins,
vitamins and minerals, and their interactions. Explores topics such as
label-reading, popular diets, dietary analysis, and other issues of current
interest in the field of nutrition. Students may take either BIOL 102 (4
credit lab course) or BIOL 103 (3 credit non-lab course) but not both.
Corequisite: BIOL 102L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

BIOL 150 Introduction to Biology I: Cells

Introduces the student to cell biology, mitosis, meiosis, genetics,
photosynthesis, respiration and cellular organisms. This course is
designed for, but not limited to, students pursuing a major/minor in
science.

Corequisite: BIOL 150L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL), Environmental Studies
(ENVI)

CCST 107 Forensic Science 4cr
Examines the principals and theories of forensic science and how they
are used in the United States' judicial system. The course will explore

how evidence is collected, stored and analyzed. The student will gain

a basic understanding of the scientific and analytical theories of how
evidence is evaluated and evidence is used in the courtroom. Explores
how forensics was used in solving major cases and how forensics has
impacted landmark Supreme Court rulings.

Corequisite: CCST 107L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

4 cr

4 cr

CCST 110 Topics in Physical Science with Laboratory 4cr
Designed for non-STEM majors, this course will examine fundamental
concepts in physical science. Scientific reasoning, discovery, and
invention provide a context for understanding reality-based applications
of science. Topics will vary by semester and be identified by subtitle.
Corequisite: CCST 110L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

CCST 112 Topics in Life Science with Lab

Designed for non-STEM majors, this course will examine fundamental
concepts in life science. Scientific reasoning, discovery, and invention
provide a context for understanding reality-based applications of science.
Topics will vary by semester and be identified by subtitle.

Corequisite: CCST 112L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

4 cr

CCST 230 Energy and the Environment

Looks at the impact of current energy usage on our environment from
technical, social and political viewpoints. Investigates the present and
projected usage of nonrenewable fuel sources and how modifications due
to alternate energy techniques will affect current energy policy. Discusses
possible large-scale alternate energy methods. Investigates the scientific
aspects of such topics as global warming and ozone depletion.
Corequisite: CCST 230L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL), Environmental Studies
(ENVI)

CHEM 150 Introduction to Chemistry | 4cr
Studies chemical principles, theories, laws and their applications. Topics
include electronic and nuclear behavior, periodicity, stoichiometry,
structure and bonding. Teaches laboratory techniques through the
performance of experiments related to the above topics.

Corequisite: CHEM 150L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL), Environmental Studies
(ENVI)

CHEM 152 Introduction to Chemistry Il 4 cr
Studies chemical principles, theories, laws and their applications. Topics
include oxidation and reduction, kinetics, thermodynamics, equilibrium
and descriptive inorganic chemistry. Teaches laboratory techniques
through the performance of experiments related to the above topics.
Prerequisite: CHEM 150

Corequisite: CHEM 152L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL), Environmental Studies
(ENVI)

4 cr

ENVI 150 Introduction to Environmental Systems 4cr
Provides a foundation in the physical, chemical and biological principles
of environmental science in order to explore Earth's terrestrial, aquatic
and atmospheric systems. Directly investigates freshwater and forest
environments of the northeast in the context of the scientific method.
Corequisite: ENVI 150L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL), Environmental Studies
(ENVI)

ENVI 150H Honors: Introduction to Environmental Systems

Provides an interdisciplinary foundation in the physical, chemical and
biological principles of environmental science in order to explore earth's
terrestrial, aquatic and atmospheric systems. Historical case studies
illustrate political and ethical dimensions of environmental issues. Lab
exercises familiarize you with the forest and freshwater environments
of the northeast and how the scientific method is used to analyze and
understand the relation between humans and the natural environment.
Corequisite: ENVI 150LH

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL), Environmental Studies
(ENVI), Honors Program (HONR)

ENVI 225 Nature of New England

Surveys the nature of New England and focuses on the natural history
and identification of representative vertebrate animals of the region. It
will introduce the physical setting of New England, investigate various
communities and ecosystems of the region, and discuss nature in
winter and how animals cope with the extremes of winter. The class
format includes lecture, student presentations, and class discussions
of assigned readings. Required lab component that includes field based
activities.

Corequisite: ENVI 22501

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL), Environmental Studies
(ENVI)

4cr

4 cr



ERTH 152 Introduction to Physical Geology

Studies the earth, including the origin and types of earth materials,
volcanism and crystal deformation, external earth processes and
development of landscapes, geological resources, and geological
processes as natural hazards.

Corequisite: ERTH 152L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL), Environmental Studies
(ENVI)

4 cr

PHYS 120 Introduction to Engineering 4cr
Introduces students to basic scientific methodology, current problems
and fundamental principles of engineering design. Intended for
nonscience majors and potential engineering students. Required
laboratory introduces fundamental science and engineering principles
through collaborative projects such as robotics.

Corequisite: PHYS 120L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

PHYS 131 General Physics |

This is the first of a two-semester sequence, designed primarily for
students in the biological and health sciences and others who desire
a rigorous but non-calculus-based course that presents a complete
introduction to physics. Covers vectors, one and two dimensional motion,
Newton's laws, and rotational motion, conservation of energy and
momentum, gravitation, wave motion, sound, heat and thermodynamics.
Corequisite: PHYS 131L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

PHYS 132 General Physics Il

This is the second of a two-semester sequence, designed primarily for
students in the biological and health sciences and others who desire
a rigorous but non-calculus-based course that presents a complete
introduction to physics. Covers geometrical optics, electricity and
magnetism, electronics, modern physics, relativity.

Prerequisite: PHYS 131

Corequisite: PHYS 132L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

PHYS 151 Introduction to Mechanics

First course in a three-course introductory physics sequence which
utilizes a calculus-based approach to study the natural world. This
course focuses on kinematics, dynamics, conservation of energy and
momentum, and rotational motion.

Prerequisite: MATH 150 or MATH 220 or concurrent enrollment in
MATH 220

Corequisite: PHYS 151L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

PHYS 251 Introduction to Electricity & Magnetism

Third course in a three-course introductory physics sequence which
utilizes a calculus-based approach to study the natural world. This course
focuses on electricity and magnetism, including Maxwell's Laws.
Prerequisite: PHYS 151, MATH 220

Corequisite: PHYS 251L

Attributes: Core Science & Tech w/lab (CSTL)

4 cr

4 cr

4 cr

4 cr
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Capstone Experience

CCAP 300 Capstone Seminar:

Challenges students to integrate knowledge from several disciplines,
applying academic learning and critical thinking skills to modern-day
issues. Encourages students to work with others and become engaged
citizens in the context of today's world.

Prerequisite: Junior status and completion of all Tier I and Tier Il
requirements

Attributes: Capstone Experience Tier Ill (CAP)

CCAP 301 The Creative Economy of the Berkshires

Focuses on the development of a rural creative economy through an
exploration of the history, economic development theory, city planning,
government granting, and creative placemaking and the direct application
of those efforts in North Adams, MA. Using the design thinking model,
students will investigate the economic, political and cultural history

of North Adams to generate a historical narrative of the progression

from manufacturing center, to rustbelt community to an artist-belt

center of activity. Students will conduct extensive research in the
community exploring the history and current state of North Adams’
creative placemaking efforts and use their new understanding to develop,
prototype and test ideas generated to further the community’s creative
economic development.

Prerequisite: Junior status and completion of all Tier I and Tier I
requirements

Attributes: Capstone Experience Tier Ill (CAP)

3cr

3ecr

CCAP 302 Communicating Across Cultures 3ecr
In our globalized world, the ability to successfully communicate
information is an invaluable skill in the business, medical, education, and
other fields. This course is designed to help you study, develop, refine,

and practice interpersonal and intercultural communication skills across
differences between - and among - cultures.

Prerequisite: Junior status and completion of all Tier | and Tier Il
requirements

Attributes: Capstone Experience Tier Il (CAP)

CCAP 303 Economics of Poverty and Discrimination 3ecr
Employs economic and social reasoning to investigate the causes of
discrimination and poverty in the United States and to a lesser extent
elsewhere in the world. Attempts to answer questions such as How is
poverty defined? What are the dimensions of poverty? Why are some
people poor and not others? Course material on discrimination focuses
on the root causes of discrimination and evaluates the amount and
extent of discrimination in the labor and housing markets.
Prerequisite: Junior status and completion of all Tier I and Tier I
requirements

Attributes: Capstone Experience Tier Ill (CAP)

CCAP 304 Changing North American Landscapes 3ecr
Investigates the environmental history of North America with a

focus on how landscapes, in both literal and figurative aspects, have
changed. Uses topics (e.g. ice age, colonization, automobiles, mining,
suburbanization, consumerism) or regions (e.g., Boston, Cape Cod,
Florida), to investigate how humans have impacted and been impacted
by the environment. Seminar-style class with discussion and student
presentations.

Prerequisite: Junior status and completion of all Tier | and Tier Il
requirements

Attributes: Capstone Experience Tier Ill (CAP)
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CCAP 305 Representations of Nature 3ecr
Considers various ways that nature has been represented over time,

from prehistoric cave paintings to modern Hollywood films; analyzes

and compares environmental representations to each other; examines
the current scientific knowledge and environmental context related to
particular representations of nature.

Prerequisite: Junior status and completion of all Tier | and Tier Il
requirements

Attributes: Capstone Experience Tier lll (CAP)

CCAP 306 Writing Lives 3ecr
Explores how creators use language and image to write about their own
lives and the lives of others. Students will engage with texts spanning
multiple disciplines, from creative nonfiction to archival, ethnographic
and oral history projects. From this knowledge and their Core experience,
students will craft a life writing project for an audience of their choice. By
composing and reflecting on this project, they will better understand how
to make knowledge live in their lives.

Prerequisite: Junior status and completion of all Tier | and Tier Il
requirements

Attributes: Capstone Experience Tier lll (CAP)
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(413) 662-5255

www.mcla.edu/art (http://www.mcla.edu/art/)
Chairperson: Jerome Socolof, Ph.D.

Email: Jerome.Socolof@mcla.edu

Art Major

The Department of Fine and Performing Arts offers a four-year program
leading to a Bachelor of Arts degree in Art. The art major features hands-
on courses in the creation and techniques of art, as well as courses in
visual culture and media. Courses start with a foundations approach
centered on drawing, painting, design, sculpture and art history. Building
on these skills and concepts, students can choose electives in figure
drawing, book arts, illustration, and many other art methods. Students
will also develop their own artworks and a depth of knowledge about the
history of art, according to their career goals and interests. Opportunities
may include internships with area arts organizations such as the
Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA), the Sterling
and Francine Clark Art Institute, and MCLA’s Gallery 51.

Students graduating with a major in Art will be able to:

+ Create original high-quality artworks;

+ Understand all levels of art-making and visual creativity;

+ Relate, analyze, and utilize the history of art and visual culture;

+ Build public art presentations and market their own and others’ art.

Department Policy Regarding Double
Majors/Concentrations/Minor Programs

Due to redundancies in program requirements, the Department of Fine &
Performing Arts prohibits combination of the following programs:

+ Art major & or design minor or art minor

Art Programs
* Art - Design Concentration, B.A. (p. 49)
+ Art - Studio Art Concentration, B.A. (p. 49)
* Art History Minor (p. 49)
« Art Minor (p. 49)
+ Design Minor (p. 49)

Art Major Foundation Courses

Code Title Hours
ART 116 Introduction to Drawing 3
ART 118 Introduction to Design 3
ART 125 Introduction to Sculpture 3
ART 204 Digital Media 3
ART 212 Introduction to Painting 3
ART 216 Intermediate Drawing 3
ART 315 Intermediate Art Lab 3
ART 412 Advanced Art Lab 3
ART 480 Senior Art Project 3
AMGT 130 Introduction to Arts Management 3
ARTH 117 Introduction to Art History 3
ARTH 217 Contemporary Art 3
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Select two of the following Cultural Context courses: 6
AMGT 335 Museum Studies
AMGT 345 Community Arts and Education
AMGT 355 Artist Entrepreneurship
AMGT 435 Advanced Museum Studies
ARTH 311 Topics in Art History
ARTH 413 Seminar in Art History
ARTH 500 Independent Study in Art History
Total Hours 42

Students must choose from one of the two following concentrations:
Design or Studio Art.

Art Courses

ART 116 Introduction to Drawing

Introduces art practices through the study and creation of drawings.
Drawing is fundamental to the visual arts. Working from observation,
a mix of methods of line, value, and form build skills of tone, visual
proportion, scale, sketching, composition, concept and artistic meanings.

3ecr

ART 118 Introduction to Design 3cr
Introduces design through individual and collaborative design projects.
Uses a variety of materials and processes, explores the elements and
principles of design, project development, presentation skills and the role
of the craft.

ART 125 Introduction to Sculpture 3cr
Introduces a variety of sculptured methods including manipulation,
addition and subtraction as well as principles of three-dimensional
design.

ART 201 Studio: Art & Society 3ecr

Focuses on potential impacts of visual arts in both societal and
personalized contexts through the introduction and understanding

of basic drawing techniques, first-hand art experiences, research and
writing. Students will be required to explore image-making, as well

as writing, to express original ideas and to enhance critical thought,
observation, and analysis of existing artwork, explaining and discussing
the contexts in which an artwork was made and is viewed. Intended for
non-art majors.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ART 204 Digital Media
Introduces students to digital media and techniques with a particular
emphasis on contemporary practical applications.

3cr

ART 212 Introduction to Painting 3cr
This in-depth studio art laboratory uses painting from observation to
investigate and refine the use of color. Projects and readings include
painting media and their use, classic and contemporary palette
organization, color mixing and color theory.

Prerequisite: ART 116

ART 216 Intermediate Drawing 3ecr
Develops intermediate drawing projects by working from observation and

imagination. Techniques focus on line, modeling and form using intensive
sketching processes.

Prerequisite: ART 116

ART 218 Intermediate Design 3ecr
Students integrate and extend processes and media that were introduced
in the first semester, with a focus on how compositional development,
conceptual and material process and independent inquiry form the
foundation of the design process.

Prerequisite: ART 118
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ART 232 Intermediate Painting

Continues the exploration of our visual world, with increased attention
to painting materials, color and palette, composition and metaphor in
painting.

Prerequisite: ART 116, ART 212

ART 235 Introductory Studio (Technique) 3cr
Study and practice important facets of studio art techniques and creative
methods in a creative arts laboratory environment. The course includes
exercises and art projects to prepare students as they begin to develop

a professional portfolio of original artworks. Course topics vary by
semester and may include: sculpture, mixed media, collage, assemblage,
cartooning, landscape painting and other topics. Repeatable if different
topic.

Prerequisite: ART 116

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ART 315 Intermediate Art Lab 1-6 cr
Intermediate, experimental studio art laboratory. Course work includes
analysis and creation of individualized art projects designed by the
student with frequent feedback from the instructor, peer groups, critiques,
and/or guest artists. This course may be repeated.

Prerequisite: Junior status, Art Major or Minor

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ART 335 Intermediate Studio (Technique)

Employs mid-level studio art techniques to create original artworks.
Method and technique vary by semester and may include art forms such
as cast painting, block printing, digital photography, book arts, sculpture
or other specialty topics. Course may be repeated.

Prerequisite: Any 100 or 200 level ART course

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ART 412 Advanced Art Lab

Advanced, experimental studio art laboratory. Course work includes
analysis and creation of individualized art projects designed by the
student with frequent feedback from the instructor, peer groups, critiques,
and/or guest artists. This course may be repeated.

Prerequisite: Minimum 3 credits of ART 315 or senior status

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ART 435 Advanced Studio (Technique)

Employs advanced studio art techniques to create original artworks.
Method and technique vary by semester and may include art forms such
as portraiture, engraving, manipulated photography, book arts, sculpture,
or other advanced specialty topics. Course may be repeated.
Prerequisite: Any 200 or 300 level ART course

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ART 480 Senior Art Project

Develop a public exhibition of art created in the art studios. Under
the supervision of FPA faculty, students will select work from their art
portfolios, organize and present a professional display in an art gallery or
other appropriate community venue.

Prerequisite: Senior Art Major

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ART 499 Teaching Assistantship 1-3cr
Study art teaching methods, deliver academic class presentations, assist
with study sessions and tutorials, attend all classes, final paper and

other duties negotiated with course instructor. Must have completed a
minimum of four (4) courses in the major, have a 3.0 overall GPA or better,
and a B+ or better in the course. This course can be taken for either Pass/
Fail or traditional letter grading.

Prerequisite: Department approval

Repeatable: Maximum of 6 credits

3ecr

3cr

1-6 cr

3cr

3cr

ART 500 Independent Study 1-3 cr
Open to juniors and seniors who wish to read in a specific area or pursue
a project or topic in depth under the direction of a faculty member.
Frequent conferences with the advisor are required.

Prerequisite: Junior/senior status

Repeatable: Maximum of 12 credits

ART 540 Internship

Offers eligible students the opportunity for enhanced educational
opportunities by providing actual field experience in public or private
organizations that relate to their academic and professional interests.
Enrollment requires individual application with faculty sponsorship and
departmental approval.

Prerequisite: Junior/senior status and department approval
Repeatable: Maximum of 15 credits

Art History Courses

ARTH 117 Introduction to Art History 3cr
Introduces art, architecture, and sculpture from prehistory to the present.
Focuses on the art of the West with additional discussion of non-Western
cultures. Examines major works and artists within their historical, social,
and political contexts while tracing principle art movements. Also
explores materials and techniques of art making. Course may include
field trips to local museums.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ARTH 217 Contemporary Art 3cr
Introduces contemporary art. Presents major artists in cultural, historical,
and political contexts. Topics may include the changing nature of the
avant-garde, the roles of the critic and the economic market, new forms

of art making, and the expanding conceptions of creative self-expression,
particularly with regards to gender identity and race. Course may include
field trips to MASS MoCA and other local sites of contemporary art.
Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

ARTH 311 Topics in Art History 3ecr
Provides a focused investigation of a particular art historical period(s) or
theme(s). Introduces art historical research and bibliography. Topics vary
by section. May be repeated for credit with a different topic.

Prerequisite: ARTH 117 or ARTH 217

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ARTH 413 Seminar in Art History

Provides a critical and sustained investigation of a particular topic.
Topics vary by section and rotate among art historical fields. Students in
this advanced seminar read and discuss relevant texts and are exposed
to varying art historical viewpoints and theories. Students conduct
independent research, make oral presentations, and write research
papers. May be repeated for credit with a different topic.

Prerequisite: ARTH 311

Repeatable: Unlimited Credits

ARTH 500 Independent Study in Art History 1-3cr
Develop an art historical research topic to study critically and in depth in
conjunction with the faculty advisor.

Prerequisite: Instructor approval

Repeatable: Maximum of 12 credits

1-15cr

3cr



Art - Design Concentration, B.A.

Code Title Hours
Art Major Foundation Courses (p. 47) 42
ART 218 Intermediate Design 3

Select twelve credits of the following (six credits must be 300 level or higher): 12

ART 235 Introductory Studio (Technique) L

ART 335 Intermediate Studio (Technique) !
ART 435 Advanced Studio (Technique) L
ART 500 Independent Study
ART 540 Internship
Total Hours 57

! Topics courses vary by semester and may include Concepts to

Print, Publication Design & Typography, Book Arts, Letterpress
Printing, Typography, Design Thinking, Concrete Poetry, Printmaking,
Letterpress, Experimental Letterpress, Painted Papers, Prints, Book

Arts, etc.
Art - Studio Art Concentration, B.A.
Code Title Hours
Art Major Foundation Courses (p. 47) 42
ART 232 Intermediate Painting 3

Select twelve credits of the following (six credits must be 300 level or higher): 12

ART 235 Introductory Studio (Technique) !
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Art History Minor

ART 335 Intermediate Studio (Technique) !
ART 435 Advanced Studio (Technique) L
ART 500 Independent Study
ART 540 Internship
Total Hours 57

1

Topics courses vary by semester and may include Collage, lllustration,
Mixed Media, Advanced Drawing, etc.

Art Minor

Code Title Hours
ART 116 Introduction to Drawing 3
ARTH 117 Introduction to Art History 3
or ARTH 217 Contemporary Art
Select six credits of the following 100 or 200 level studio art courses: 6
ART 118 Introduction to Design
ART 125 Introduction to Sculpture
ART 204 Digital Media
ART 212 Introduction to Painting
ART 216 Intermediate Drawing
ART 218 Intermediate Design
ART 232 Intermediate Painting
ART 235 Introductory Studio (Technique)
Select nine credits of the following 300 or 400 level studio art courses: 9
ART 315 Intermediate Art Lab
ART 335 Intermediate Studio (Technique)
ART 412 Advanced Art Lab
ART 435 Advanced Studio (Technique)

Total Hours 21

Code Title Hours
ARTH 117 Introduction to Art History 3
ARTH 217 Contemporary Art 3
ARTH 311 Topics in Art History 3

or AMGT 335 Museum Studies
ARTH 311 Topics in Art History 8

or AMGT 435 Advanced Museum Studies
Select three additional courses of the following at the 300 level or higher, at 9
least one of which must be at 400 level or higher, and chosen in conjunction
with the faculty advisor.

ART 540 Internship

ARTH 311 Topics in Art History

ARTH 413 Seminar in Art History

ARTH 500 Independent Study in Art History

AMGT 335 Museum Studies

AMGT 435 Advanced Museum Studies
Total Hours 21
Design Minor
Code Title Hours
ART 116 Introduction to Drawing 3
ART 118 Introduction to Design 3
ART 204 Digital Media 3
ART 218 Intermediate Design 3
Three design electives: 9

ART 235 Introductory Studio (Technique) L

ART 335 Intermediate Studio (Technique) !

ART 435 Advanced Studio (Technique) L
Total Hours 21

! Design electives are topics courses, that vary by semester and may

include: From Concepts to Print; Publication Design & Typography;
Book Arts; Letterpress Printing, Typography, Design Thinking,
Concrete Poetry, Printmaking, Letterpress, Experimental Letterpress,
Painted Papers, Prints, Book Arts, etc.



50 Arts Management

Arts Management

(413) 662-5255 + www.mcla.edu/amgt (http://www.mcla.edu/amgt/)
Chairperson: Jerome Socolof, Ph.D.
Email: Jerome.Socolof@mcla.edu

Arts Management Major

The Department of Fine and Performing Arts offers a four-year program
leading to a Bachelor of Arts in Arts Management. This unique program
give graduates the tools to create, develop, facilitate and evaluate
cultural programs and organizations. The major features a strong
background in visual arts, music, and theatre; combined with strategic
planning, leadership, marketing, grants, fundraising and finance.
Graduates develop expertise in areas including museum studies,
performing arts management, community arts, arts education and artist
entrepreneurship. The program’s internship and future employment
opportunities are enhanced through MCLA partners in the world-class
Berkshire art community, such as the Massachusetts Museum of
Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA), the Sterling and Francine Clark Art
Institute, Shakespeare and Company, Barrington Stage Company, the
Norman Rockwell Museum, and Tanglewood, where MCLA students and
graduates actively participate in many aspects of art administration.
This hands-on connection to the creative economy - the interaction of
arts, educational, and business enterprises, and non-profit organizations
- serves as a culminating experience to the arts management curriculum
and facilitates entry into an expanding job market in arts related
enterprises.

Students graduating with a major in Arts Management will be able to:

+ Demonstrate an understanding of arts & culture management
including types of artistic/cultural work, organizational structures,
and the strategic management process.

Demonstrate an understanding of arts & culture marketing, financial
management, grants, fundraising, and leadership.

Learn and apply real-world skills in event/program planning,
implementation and evaluation; audience/community development
and project management.

Develop and understanding of the current arts ecosystem, cross
sectoral intersections, and current issues facing the field.

Department Policy Regarding Double
Majors/Concentrations/Minor Programs

Due to redundancies in program requirements, the Department of Fine &
Performing Arts prohibits combination of the following programs:

+ Arts management and arts management minor

Arts Management Programs

* Arts Management Minor (p. 53)
* Arts Management, B.A. (p. 53)

Arts Management Courses

AMGT 130 Introduction to Arts Management 3ecr
Introduces the historical development of arts management through

a survey of patronage, artist/manager, nonprofit and commercial
management systems. Lectures and readings will concentrate on the
major areas of interest for marketing and fiscal management of individual
and collective artists.

Attributes: Core Creative Arts (CCA)

AMGT 235 Fundamentals of Arts and Culture Organizations 3ecr
Explores functional elements of arts and culture organizations with
emphasis on strategic planning and organizations' fit in the arts
ecosystem. An in-depth study of arts management focusing on topics
including planning, organizational identity, environmental analysis,
strategy development, marketing, human resources, financial planning,
fundraising and control systems. Focus will be on the strategic
management process and organizational innovation in the context of the
contemporary arts environment.

AMGT 235H Honors: Fundamentals of Arts and Culture 3cr
Explores functional elements of arts and culture organizations with
emphasis on strategic planning and organizations' fit in the arts
ecosystem. An in-depth study of arts management focusing on topics
including planning, organizational identity, environmental analysis,
strategy development, marketing, human resources, financial planning,
fundraising and control systems. Focus will be on the strategic
management process and organizational innovation in the context of the
contemporary arts environment.

Attributes: Honors Program (HONR)

AMGT 245 Arts and Culture Marketing 3cr
Examines the fundamentals of marketing theory and its application in
arts and culture management. Topics include marketing mix; situational
analysis; segmentation, branding; the 4 P's, publicity; Internet, social
media, and database marketing; and marketing plan implementation and
control. This course will examine theory and then directly apply concepts
in the development of personal branding tools and in the generation of
comprehensive marketing for